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THE    COVENANTS    OF   GOD. 


By  making  a  special  study  of  the  different 
covenants  which  God  has  made  with    mankind, 
since  the  time  when   Adam   and   Eve  fell  from 
the  "  high  estate  "  in  which  they  were  created— 
for  they  were  made  after  the   image  of  God — 
it    is     wonderful     to    trace,     through    the    Old 
and  New  Testaments    how  God  has  graciously 
revealed  His  great  plan    for  the   redemption  of 
the  whole  world. 

Commencing  with  the  promise  given  to 
Adam  and  Eve:  the  blessing  was  continued, 
after  the  flood,  through  Noah :  and  later 
Abraham  and  his  descendants  were  set 
apart  as  the  human  instruments  for  working 
out  the  great  plan  of  the  union  of  God  and 
man,  which  culminated  in  the  person  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  came  to  make 
"  atonement  "  for  the  sin  of  the  whole  world,  and 
by  His  death  and  resurrection  He  has  opened 
the  way  for  both  Jew  and  Gentile  to  be  re- 
instated into  the  privileges  of  becoming 
"  sons  of  God "  —through  faith  in  Himself, 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 
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It  is  the  object  of  these  pages  to  place 
some  of  these  revelations  before  the  readers 
in  the  hope  that  they  may  be  led  to  appro- 
priate for  themselves  the  blessings  that  are 
now  offered  to  them  "  without  monev  and 
without  price  :"  also  to  point  out  very  de- 
finitely, the  personal  communion  which  God 
has  always  desired  to  hold  with  men ;  how 
it  is  sin  and  disobedience  that  has  shut 
them  away  from  this  blessed  privilege,  and 
how  this  communion  can  be  sought  and 
again  obtained  by  faith  in  Christ. 

He  has  opened  up  by  "  His  flesh  "  a  new 
and  living  way,  by  which  all  who  believe 
can  have  access  to  the  Father. 


CHAPTER    I. 

THE    FIRST    COVENANT. 

The  first  revelation  by  God  to  mankind 
is  recorded  in  Gen.  i.  It  is  stated  there 
that  "  God  created  man  in  His  own  image, 
in  the  image  of  God  created  He  him ; 
male  and  female  created  He  them."  And 
having  placed  them  in  the  Garden  of  Eden, 
"  God  blessed  them,  and  said  unto  them,  "Be 
fruitful  and  multiply,  and  replenish  the  earth,  and 
subdue  it :  and  have  dominion  over  the  fish 
of  the  sea,  and  over  the  fowl  of  the  air;  and  over 
every  living  thing  that  moveth  upon  the  earth.  ' 
And  God  said,  '  Behold,  I  have  given  you 
every  herb  bearing  seed,  which  is  upon  the 
face  of  all  the  earth,  and  every  tree,  in  the 
which  is  the  fruit  of  a  tree  yielding  seed ; 
to  you  it  shall  be  for  meat.  And  to  every 
beast  of  the  earth,  and  to  every  fowl  of  the 
air,  and  to  everything  that  creepeth  upon 
the  earth,  wherein  there  is  life,  I  have  given 
every  green  herb  for  meat. ' 

There  was  one  restriction,  however: 
"  The  Lord  God  commanded  the  man,  saying 
'  Of  every  tree  of  the  garden  thou  mayest  freely 
eat :  but  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil,  thou  shalt  not  eat  of  it:  for  in  the  day 
that  thou  eatest  thereof  thou  shalt  surely  die.'' 
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The  story  is  well  known  how  the 
woman,  beguiled  by  •  the  serpent,  took, 
and  eat  of  the  fruit,  and  gave  also  to 
her  husband,  which  resulted  in  their  eyes 
being  opened,  and  when  later  the  "  voice 
of  the  Lord  God  walking  in  the  garden 
in  the  cool  of  the  day,"  called  to  them,  "  Adam 
and  his  wife  hid  themselves  from  the  presence  of 
the  Lord  God  amongst  the  trees  of  the  garden:" 
and  their  very  actions  revealed  their  guilt. 

When  the  Lord  God  called  Adam,  saying, 
"Where  art  thou  ?  "  he  said,  "  I  heard  Thy  voice 
in  the  garden,  and  I  was  afraid,  because  I 
was  naked ;  and  I  hid  myself."  And  God 
said,  '"Who  told  thee  that  thou  wast  naked? 
Hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree,  whereof  I  com- 
manded thee  that  thou  shouldest  not  eat  ? ' 
And  the  man  said,  '  The  woman  whom 
thou  gavest  to  be  with  me,  she  gave  me  of 
the  tree,  and  I  did  eat.  '  And  the  Lord 
God  said  unto  the  woman,  '  What  is  this 
that  thou  hast  done  ? '  And  the  woman 
said,  '  The  serpent  beguiled  me,  and  I  did 
eat.'" 

It  is  also  known  how  the  offence 
was  punished.  Has  it  been  as  well  observed, 
however,  that  it  was  at  this  very  time  that 
the  first  promise  of  Redemption  was  pro- 
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.claimed;  the  "breath  of  the  divine  deliverance 
which  Cod  has  been  working  out  ever  since 
for  the  reinstating  of  man,  into  all  the 
blessings  He  desired  to  give  them  at  the 
first  ?  The  Lord  said  to  the  serpent,  "  Because 
thou  hast  done  this,  thou  art  cursed  above 
all  cattle,  and  above  every  beast  of  the  field  ; 
upon  thy  belly  shalt  thou  go,  and  dust  shalt 
thou  eat  all  the  days  of  thy  life:  and  /  will 
put  enmity  between  thee  and  the  woman,  and 
bet-ween  thy  seed  and  her  seed ;  it  shall  bruise 
thy  head,  and  thou  shalt  braise  his  heel.'1 
Unto  the  woman  He  said,  '  I  will  greatly 
multiply  thy  sorrow  and  thy  conception ;  in 
sorrow  thou  shalt  bring  forth  children ;  and 
thy  desire  shall  be  to  thy  husband,  and  he 
shall  rule  over  thee.'  And  unto  Adam  He 
said,  '  Because  thou  hast  hearkened  unto  the 
voice  of  thy  wife,  and  hast  eaten  of  the  tree, 
of  which  I  commanded  thee,  saying,  Thou 
shalt  not  eat  of  it  :  cursed  is  the  ground  for 
thy  sake ;  in  sorrow  shalt  thou  eat  of  it  all 
the  days  of  thy  life  ;  thorns  also  and  thistles 
shall  it  bring  forth  to  thee  ;  and  thou  shalt 
eat  the  herb  of  the  field  ;  in  the  sweat  of  thy 
face  shalt  thou  eat  bread,  till  thou  return  unto 
the  ground  ;  for  out  of  it  wast  thou  taken : 
for  dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  shalt  thou 
return. '  And  Adam  called  his  wife's  name 
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Eve ;  because  she  was  the  mother  of  all  living. 
Unto  Adam  also  and  to  his  wife  did  the  Lord 
God  make  coats  of  skins,  and  clothed  them." 
It  is  well  also  to  read  carefully  the 
reason  that  God  has  given,  why  this  judgment 
was  rneted  out  to  Adam  and  Eve.  "  And  the 
Lord  God  said,  '  Behold,  the  man  is  become 
as  one  of  us,  to  know  good  and  evil :  and  now 
lest  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  take  also  of 
the  tree  of  life,  and  eat,  and  live  for  ever:' 
therefore  the  Lord  God  sent  him  forth  from 
the  garden  of  Eden,  to  till  the  ground  from 
whence  he  was  taken.  So  He  drove  out  the 
man ;  and  He  placed  at  the  east  of  the  gar- 
den of  Eden  Cherubims,  and  a  flaming  sword 
which  turned  every  way,  to  keep  the  "way  of 
the  tree  of  !ife."  Gen.  iii. 

While  many  of  the  descendants  of  Adam 
and  Eve  were  wholly  evil,  from  the  first  a 
few  found  favour  with  God,  and  He  imbued 
them  with  His  Divine  Spirit.  It  is  re- 
corded that  "  the  Lord  had  respect  "  unto  the 
sacrifice  of  Abel,  which  was  a  firstling  of  the 
flock,  though  not  to  Cain's  offering  which 
was  the  fruit  of  the  earth.  This  re-establish- 
ment into  Divine  favour  is  even  more  forcibly 
evidenced  with  Seth's  descendants,  for  then 
men  "  began  to  call  upon  the  name  of  the 
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Lord,"  and  thus  the  desire  to  return  to  God 
was  apparent.  Later  it  is  seen  that  the  old 
communion  between  God  and  man  was  more 
fully  established  for  "  Enoch  walked  with 
God."  Gen.  v:  22. 

NOAH  also  "  found  grace  in  the  eyes  of 
God,"  and  walked  with  God;  and  to  him,  God 
revealed  His  plan  for  the  judgment  of  the 
wicked,  saying: — "  The  end  of  all  flesh  is  come 
before  Me;  for  the  earth  is  filled  with  violence 
through  them;  and,  behold,  I  will  destroy  them 
with  the  earth."  Gen.  vi.  13. 

With  the  command  to  build  the  ark  God 
also  gave  Noah  the  promise,  that  He  would 
establish  "  HIS  COVENANT"  with  him,  and  then, 
having  told  him  what  he  was  to  do  both  for 
himself,  and  his  family,  and  the  preservation 
of  the  animal  kingdom, — the  flood  was  sent 
which  swept  away  all  the  generations  that 
had  "  grieved  the  Lord  at  His  heart."  When  the 
waters  had  abated,  God  spoke  again  to  Noah 
saying,  "  Go  forth  of  the  ark,  thou,  and  thy 
wife,  and  thy  sons,  and  thy  sons'  wives  with  thee. 
Bring  forth  with  thee  every  living  thing  that 
is  with  thee,  of  all  flesh,  both  of  fowl,  and  of 
cattle,  and  of  every  creeping  thing  that 
creepeth  upon  the  earth  ;  that  they  may  breed 
abundantly  in  the  earth  and  be  fruitful  and 
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multiply  upon   the  earth  "    Gen.  viii.  15-17. 

A  new  dispensation  was  thus  ushered  in; 
in  some  respects  similar  to  the  first,  but 
this  time  commencing  with  sacrifice.  "  Noah 
builded  an  altar  unto  the  Lord ;  and  took 
of  every  clean  beast,  and  of  every  clean 
fowl,  and  offered  burnt  offerings  on  the  altar. 

*  £j 

And  the  Lord  smelled  a  sweet  savour ;  and  the 
Lord  said  in  His  heart,  I  will  not  again  curse 
the  ground  any  more  for  man's  sake  ;  for  the 
imagination  of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his 
youth  ;  neither  will  I  again  smite  any  more  every 
thing  living,  as  I  have  done.  While  the  earth 
remaineth,  seed-time  and  harvest,  and  cold  and 
heat,  and  summer  and  winter,  and  day  and  night 
shall  not  cease."  "And  God  blessed  Noah  and  his 
sons,  and  said  unto  them/ Be  fruitful,  and  multi- 
ply, and  replenish  the  earth.  And  the  fear  of  you 
and  the  dread  of  you  shall  be  upon  every 
beast  of  the  earth,  and  upon  every  fowl  of 
the  air,  upon  all  that  moveth  upon  the  earth, 
and  upon  all  the  fishes  of  the  sea  ;  into  your 
hand  are  they  delivered.  Every  moving  thing 
that  liveth  shall  be  meat  for  you ;  even  as 
the  green  herb  have  I  given  you  all  things. 
But  flesh  with  the  life  thereof,  which  is  the 
blood  thereof,  shall  ye  not  eat.  And  surely 
your  blood  of  your  lives  will  I  require ;  at 
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the  hand  of  every  beast  will  I  require  it,  and 
at  the  hand  of  man ;  at  the  hand  of  every 
man's  brother  will  I  require  the  life  of  man. 
Whoso  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man  shall 
his  blood  be  shed  :  for  in  the  image  of  God 
made  He  man.  And  you,  be  ye  fruitful,  and 
multiply;  bring  forth  abundantly  in  the  earth, 
and  multiply  therein.'  '  Then  God  made  this 
Covenant  with  them  : 

"THE     EVERLASTING     COVENANT 
between     God    and    every    living     creature.— 

THE  TOKEN  "  THE  RAINBOW." 
"  And  God  spake  unto  Noah,  and  to  his 
sons  with  him,  saying,  'And  1,  behold,  1 
establish  my  covenant  with  you,  and  with  your 
seed  after  you  ;  and  with  every  living  creature 
that  is  with  you,  of  the  fowl,  of  the  cattle, 
and  of  every  beast  of  the  earth  with  you ; 
from  all  that  go  out  of  the  ark,  to  every 
beast  of  the  earth.*"  And  I  will  establish  My 
covenant  with  you  ;  neither  shall  all  flesh  be 
cut  off  any  more  by  the  waters  of  a  flood;  neither 
shall  there  any  more  be  a  flood  to  destroy  the 
earth.  '  And  God  said,  'This  is  the  token  of 
the  covenant  which  I  make  between  Me  and 
you  and  every  living  creature  that  is  with 
you,  for  perpetual  generations :  /  do  set  My 
bow  in  the  cloud,  and  it  shall  be  for  a  token  of 

*To  those  who  iire  fond  of  animals,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  God  established 
His  covenant  with  the  creatures  as  well  as  with  man. 
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a  covenant  between  Me  and  the  earth.  And  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  when  I  bring  a  cloud  over 
the  earth,  that  the  bow  shall  be  seen  in  the 
cloud :  and  I  will  remember  My  covenant, 
which  is  between  Me  and  you  and  every  living 
creature  of  all  flesh  ;  and  the  waters  shall  no 
more  become  a  flood  to  destroy  all  flesh. 
And  the  bow  shall  be  in  the  cloud  ;  and  I  will 
look  upon  it,  that  I  may  remember  tJic  ever- 
lasting covenant  between  God  and  every  living 
creature  of  all  ftesh  that  is  upon  the  earth.' 
And  God  said  unto  Noah,  '  This  is  the  token 
of  the  covenant,  which  I  have  established 
between  Me  and  all  flesh  that  is  upon  the 
earth."  Gen.  ix.  1-17. 

After  the  flood,  sin  still  continued  to 
exercise  sway  in  the  human  family  ;  and  only 
two  of  Noah's  three  sons  received  the 
blessing.  To  Shem,  Noah  said,  "  Blessed  be 
the  Lord  God  of  Shem ;  and  Canaan  shall 
be  his  servant."  To  Japheth :  "  God  shall 
enlarge  Japheth,  and  he  shall  dwell  in  the 
tents  of  Shem ;  and  Canaan  shall  be  his 
servant."  As  people  again  began  to  multiply, 
God,  by  the  "  confusion  of  tongues,"  dispersed 
them  over  the  whole  earth ;  and  from  the 
descendants  of  Shem,  Abram  was  called  to 
be  a  "  chosen  vessel  of  the  Lord,"  and  the 
great  ancestor  of  the  Hebrew  nation. 


CHAPTER    II. 


THE  EVERLASTING  COVENANT. 

TO  ABRAHAM,  ISAAC  AND  JACOB. 


The  union  and  communion  between  the 
Lord  and  His  chosen  people  in  early  times 
is  strikingly  instanced  in  the  lives  of  the 
Hebrew  patriarchs. 

With  Abram,  this  communion  was  very 
close  and  personal.  The  Lord  frequently 
spake  with  him,  and  he  spake  with  the 
Lord ;  and  these  revelations  led  up  to  the 
Everlasting  Covenant,  which  the  Lord  made 
with  him,  when  he  was  ninety  and  nine  years 
of  age. 

The  first  of  these  revelations,  recorded 
in  the  Book  of  Genesis,  commenced  with 
the  command  :  "  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country, 
and  from  thy  kindred,  and  from  thy  father's 
house,  unto  a  land  that  I  will  shew  thee  :"  and 
concluded  with  the  promise,  "  /  will  make  of 
thee  a  great  nation,  and  I  will  bless  thee, 
and  make  thy  name  great ;  and  thou  shalt 
be  a  blessing :  and  I  will  bless  them  that 
bless  thee,  and  curse  htm  that  curscth  thee : 
and  in  thee  shall  all  families  of  the  earth 
be  blessed/'  Gen.  xii.  1-3. 

When  Abram,  in  obedience  to  this    com- 
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mand,  came  to  Sichem,  unto  the  plain  of  Moreh, 
the  Lord  appeared  to  him,  and  said,  "  Unto 
thy  seed  will  I  give  this  land."  Gen,  xii.  7. 
Again,  when  in  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
steward  of  his  house — Eliezer,  should  be  his 
heir,  "  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  unto 
him,  saying,  '  This  shall  not  be  thine  heir ; 
but  he  that  shall  come  forth  out  of  thine 
own  bowels  shall  be  thine  heir!  And  He 
brought  him  forth  abroad,  and  said,  '  Look 
now  toward  heaven,  and  tell  the  stars,  if 
thou  be  able  to  number  them  : '  and  He 
said  unto  him,  'So  shall  thy  seed  be.,  And 
he  believed  in  the  Lord ;  and  He  counted  it 
to  him  for  righteousness."  Gen.  xv.  4-6. 

The  same  day  the  Lord  revealed  to  Abram 
the  affliction  and  bondage  which  was,  in  the 
future,  to  be  the  lot  of  his  descendents  in 
Egypt. 

'  When  the  sun  was  going  down,  a 
deep  sleep  fell  upon  Abram ;  and,  lo,  an 
horror  of  great  darkness  fell  upon  him.  And  He 
(the  Lord)  said  unto  Abram,  '  Know  of  a 
surety  that  thy  seed  shall  be  a  stranger  in 
a  land  that  is  not  their 's,  and  shall  serve 
them ;  and  they  shall  afflict  them  four  hun- 
dred years;  and  also  that  nation,  whom  they- 
shall  serve,  will  I  judge  :  and  afterward  shall 
they  come  out  with  great  substance.  And 
thou  shalt  go  to  thy  fathers  in  peace;  thou 
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shalt  be  buried  in  a  good  old  age.  But  in 
the  fourth  generation  they  shall  come  hither 
again :  for  the  iniquity  of  the  Amorites  is 
not  yet  full.'  Gen.  xv.  12-16.  .  .  "In  the 
same  day  the  Lord  made  a  COVENANT  with 
Abram,  saying,  'Unto  THY  SEED  HAVE  I  GIVEN 
this  land,  from  the  river  of  Egypt  unto  the 
great  river,  the  river  Euphrates  :'  '  Gen  xv.  18. 
Later  God  revealed  yet  more  to  him. 
When  Abram  was  ninety  years  old  and  nine, 
the  Lord  appeared  to  him,  and  said  unto 
him,  "  I  am  the  Almighty  God ;  walk  before 
Me,  and  be  thou  perfect.  And  I  will  make 
My  covenant  between  Me  and  thee,  and 
will  multiply  thee  exceedingly.  '  And  Abram 
fell  on  his  face:  and  God  talked  with  him, 
saying,  '  As  for  Me,  behold,  My  covenant  is 
with  thee,  and  thou  shalt  he  a  father  of 
many  nations.  Neither  shall  thy  name  any 
more  be  called  Abram,  but  thy  name  shall 
be  Abraham  ;  for  a  father  of  many  nations 
have  I  made  thee.  And  I  will  make  thee  exceed- 
ing fruitful,  and  /  will  make  nations  of 
thee,  and  kings  shall  come  out  of  thee.  And 
I  will  establish  My  covenant  between  Me 
and  the?  and  thy  seed  after  thee  in  their 
generations  for  an  EVERLASTING  COVENANT,  to 
be  a  God  unto  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after 
thee.  And  I  will  give  unto  thee,  and  to 
thy  seed  after  thee,  the  land  wherein  tliou 
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art  a  stranger,  all  the  land  of  Canaan,  for 
an  everlasting  possession ;  and  I  will  be 
their  God.'  And  God  said  unto  Abraham, 
'  Thou  shalt  keep  My  covenant  therefore, 
thou,  and  thy  seed  after  thee  in  their  genera- 
tions. This  is  My  covenant,  which  ye  shall 
keep,  between  Me  and  you  and  thy  seed 
after  thee  ;  Every  man  child  among  yon  shall 
be  circumcised.  And  ye  shall  circumcise  the 
flesh  of  your  foreskin  ;  and  it  shall  be  a 
token  of  the  covenant  betwixt  Me  and  you.  .  .  . 
And  the  uncircumcised  man  child  whose  flesh 
of  his  foreskin  is  not  circumcised,  that  soul 
shall  be  cut  off  from  his  people ;  he  hath 
broken  My  covenant.'  '  Gen.  xvii.  1-11,  14. 

This  promise  was  again  confirmed  with 
repeated  assurance  after  Abraham  had  been 
willing  to  offer  up  Isaac,  "  The  angel  of 
the'  Lord  called  unto  Abraham  out  of  heaven 
the  second  time,  and  said,  '  By  Myself  have 
I  sworn,'  saith  the  Lord,  '  for  because  thou 
hast  done  this  thing,  and  hast  not  withheld 
thy  son,  thine  only  son  :  That  in  blessing 
/  will  bless  thee,  and  in  multiplying  /  will 
multiply  thy  seed  as  the  stars  of  the  heaven, 
and  as  the  sand  which  is  upon  the  sea  shore  ; 
and  thy  seed  shall  possess  the  gate  of  his 
enemies,-  and  in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth  be  blessed  •  because  thou  hast 
obeyed  My  voice."'  Gen  xxii.  15-18. 
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After  Abraham's  death,  the  Covenant 
was  extended  to  Isaac  at  Beer-sheba.*  "The 
Lord  appeared  unto  him,  .  .  .  and  said,  '  I 
am  the  God  of  Abraham  thy  father  :  fear 
not,  for  I  am  with  tltee,  and  will  bless  ihee, 
and  multiply  thy  seed  for  My  servant  Abraham's 
sake  '  Gen.  xxvi.  24. 

As  Esau,  Isaac's  eldest  son  had  sold 
his  birthright,  the  covenant  blessing  passed 
to  Jacob  ,  and  to  him  God  repeated  the 
promises,  in  a  dream,  at  Bethel.  "  He  dreamed, 
and  behold  a  ladder  set  up  on  the  earth,  and 
the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven  :  and  behold 
the  angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending 
on  it.  And,  behold,  the  Lord  stood  above 
it,  and  said,  '  I  am  the  Lord  God  of  Abraham 
thy  father,  and  the  God  of  Isaac :  the  land 
whereon  thou  liest,  to  thee  will  I  give  it,  and 
to  thy  seed]  and  thy  seed  shall  be  as  the 
dust  of  the  earth,  and  thou  shalt  spread  abroad 
to  the  West,  and  to  the  East,  and  to  the 
North,  and  to  the  South  :  and  in  thee  and 
in  thy  seed  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
he  blessed.  And,  behold,  I  am  with  thee, 
arid  will  keep  thee  in  all  places  wither  thou 
goest,  and  will  bring  thee  again  into  this 
land ;  for  (  will  not  leave  thee,  until  I  have 
done  that  which  I  have  spoken  to  thee  of. ' 
Gen.  xxviii.  12-15. 

*  Tlie   same    place    where  Abraham  resided  after  he    had   offered    Isaac. 
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On  his  return  to  Bethel  after  his  wander- 
ings, God  appeared  unto  Jacob  again,  when 
he  came  out  of  Padan-aram,  and  blessed 
him.  And  God  said  unto  him,  "  Thy  name 
is  Jacob  :  thy  name  shall  not  be  called  any 
more  Jacob,  but  Israel  shall  be  thy  name:  ' 
and  He  called  his  name  Israel.  And  God 
said  unto  him,  'I  am  God  Almighty:  be 
fruitful  and  multiply;  a  nation  and  a  company 
of  nations  shall  be  of  thee,  and  kings  shall 
come  out  of  thy  loins  ;  and  the  land  which 
I  gave  Abraham  and  Isaac,  to  thee  I  will 
give  it,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee  will  1 
give  the  land.'  Gen.  xxxv.  9-12. 

Before  Jacob's  journey  to  Egypt,  when 
he  had  offered  sacrifices  to  the  God  of  his 
father  Isaac,  he  was  further  shown  what 
would  take  place.  "  God  spake  unto  Israel 
in  the  visions  of  the  night,  and  said,  'Jacob, 
Jacob/  And  he  said,  'Here  am  I.'  And 
He  said,  '  I  am  God,  the  God  of  thy  father : 
fear  not  to  go  down  into  Egypt ;  for  I  will  there 
make  of  thee  a  great  nation  :  I  will  go  down 
with  thee  into  Egypt ;  and  I  will  also  surely 
bring  thee  up  again :  *  and  Joseph  shall 
put  his  hand  upon  thine  eyes.  ' 

This  may  have  foreshadowed  that  the 
blessing  was  to  continue  through  Joseph.  The 

Tli is  event  had  been  foretold  to  Abraham.     See  page  14. 
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truth  certainly  was  revealed  to  Jacob  before  his 
death ;  for  it  was  to  Joseph,  he  said,  "  God 
Almighty  appeared  unto  me  at  Luz  in  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  blessed  me,  and  said 
unto  me,  '  Behold,  1  will  make  thee  fruitful, 
and  multiply  thee,  and  I  will  make  of  thee 
a  multitude  of  people  ;  and  will  give  this  land 
to  thy  seed  after  thee  for  an  everlasting  pos- 
session. '  And  now  thy  two  sons,  Kphraim, 
and  Manasseh,  which  were;  born  unto  thee 
in  the  land  of  Egypt  before  I  came  unto  thee 
into  Egypt,  are  mine ;  as  Reuben  and  Simeon, 
they  shall  be  mine.  And  thy  issue,  which 
thou  begettest  after  them,  shall  be  thine, 
and  shall  be  called  after  the  name  of  their  breth- 
ren in  their  inheritance.'  "...  And  he  blessed 
Joseph,  and  said,  "  God,  before  whom  my 
fathers  Abraham  and  Isaac  did  walk,  the  God 
which  fed  me  all  my  life  long  unto  this  day,  the 
Angel  which  redeemed  me  from  all  evil,  bless 
the  lads;  and  let  my  name  be  named  on  them, 
and  the  name  of  my  fathers  Abraham  and 
Isaac  ;  and  let  them  grow  into  a  multitude  in 
the  midst  of  the  earth.'  And  when  Joseph 
saw  that  his  father  laid  his  right  hand  upon 
the  head  of  Ephraim,  it  displeased  him  :  and 
he  held  up  his  father's  hand,  to  remove  it 
from  Ephraim's  head  unto  Manasseh's  head. 
And  Joseph  said  unto  his  father,  'Not  so. 
my  father :  for  this  is  the  firstborn ;  put 
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thy  right  hand  upon  his  head. '  And  his 
father  refused,  and  said,  '  I  know  it,  my  son, 
I  know  it :  he  also  shall  become  a  people, 
and  he  also  shall  be  great  :  but  truly  his 
younger  brother  shall  be  greater  than  he, 
and  his  seed  shall  become  a  multitude  of 
nations.'  Gen.  xlviii.  3-6,  15-19. 


Joseph,  before  his  death,  also  repeated 
the  promise  of  God's  guidance,  saying  to  his 
brethren:—-  "  '  I  die:  and  God  will  surely 
visit  you,  and  bring  you  out  of  this  land 
unto  the  land  which  He  sware  to  Abraham, 
to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob.'  And  Joseph  took 
an  oath  of  the  children  of  Israel,  saying, 
'  God  will  surely  visit  you,  and  ye  shall 
carry  up  my  bones  from  hence. '  "  Gen  L.  24-25. 


Briefly,  this  was  the  Everlasting    Covenant 
made  to  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob. 
TO  ABRAHAM.      That    his  posterity    should    be 

a  great    nation. 

a.      That    he    should    be     blessed    and     be    a 
blessing. 

That   those  who    blessed    him    should    be 
blessed,      and     those     who     cursed     him 
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should  be    cursed. 

That     in     him     all     the    families     of      the 

earth    should    be-  blessed. 

That    his    seed    were   to   be    like  the   stars 

of    heaven,    not    to   be    numbered. 

That    he   should     be    a    father     of    many 

nations,    and     kings  should  come  from  him. 

b.  The     Land    of    Canaan,     extending     from 
the  river   of  Egypt   to  the   river  Euphrates 
was    to    be    given     to     his    seed     for    an 
everlasting  possession. 

c.  The    Covenant    also    was   to    be   an  Ever- 
lasting  Covenant. 

God    was    to   be    a    God  to   him  and  to  his 
seed    after    him. 

After  Abraham  had  been  willing  to  offer  up 
Isaac,  the  promise  was  repeated. 

In  his  seed  all  nations  of  the  earth  were  to  be 
blessed ;    because   he    had   obeyed  God's  voice. 

The  revelation  to  ISAAC  was: — "I  will  bless 
thee  and  multiply  thy  seed  for  My  servant 
Abraham's  sake.  " 

TO  JACOB  -  -  The  promises  foretold  to  Abraham 

were  again    clearly  given. 

(i).  His  seed  were  to  be  as  the  dust  of 
the  earth ;  and  were  to  spread  abroad 
to  the  West,  East,  North  and  South,  and 
in  him  and  his  seed  all  the  families,  of 
the  earth  were  to  be  blessed. 
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(2).   Kings    and  a  company    of  nations   should 

come  of  him. 
(3).  The    gift  of  the  land. was  again  confirmed. 

TO  JOSEPH   also  it   was  revealed— 

That   the   Israelites     should    be    delivered 
from    Egypt,   and    go    to    Canaan. 


CHAPTER      in. 

THE    PASSOVER. 

REDEMPTION     FROM    EGYPT. 


After  the  death  of  Joseph,  when  the 
children  of  Israel  had  been  located  for  some 
generations  in  the  land  of  Goshen,  the  Egypt- 
ian king  began  to  oppress  them;  and  ultimately 
reduced  the  "  nation  "  to  such  a  state  of  slavery 
that  they  "  cried  unto  God,  because  of  their 
bondage.  " 

"God  heard  their  groaning"  and  it  is 
placed  on  record  in  Ex.  ii.  24.  that  "  God  re- 
membered His  covenant  with  Abraham,  with 
Isaac,  and  with  Jacob.  And  God  looked  upon 
the  children  of  Israel,  and  God  had  respect 
unto  them.  "  He  raised  for  them  a  deliverer. 
Out  of  a  burning  bush  at  Horeb  in  the  land 
of  Midian,  He  revealed  Himself  to  Moses 
and  gave  him  his  great  commission. 

•"  God  called  unto  him  out  of  the  midst 
of  the  bush,  and  said,  ( Moses,  Moses.  ' 
And  he  said,  '  Here  am  I.  '  And  He  said, 
'  Draw  not  nigh  hither :  put  off  thy  shoes 
from  off  thy  feet,  for  the  place  whereon  thou 
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standest  is  holy  ground.'  Moreover  He  said, 
'  I  am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the  God  of 
Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of 
Jacob. '  And  Moses  hid  his  face ;  for  he  was 
afraid  to  look  upon  God.  And  the  Lord  said, 
'  I  have  surely  seen  the  affliction  of  My  people 
which  are  in  Egypt,  and  have  heard  their  cry 
by  reason  of  their  taskmasters ;  for  I  know 
their  sorrows ;  and  I  am  come  down  to  deliver 
them  out  of  the  hand  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
to  bring  them  up  out  of  that  land  unto  a  good 
land  and  a  large,  unto  a  land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey ;  unto  the  place  of  the  Canaan- 
ites,  and  the  Hittites,  and  the  Amorites, 
and  the  Perizzites,  and  the  Hivites,  and  the 
Jebusites.  Now  therefore,  behold,  the  cry  of 
the  children  of  Israel  is  come  unto  Me  :  and 
I  have  also  seen  the  oppression  wherewith  the 
Egyptians  oppress  them.  Come  now  there- 
fore, and  I  will  send  thee  unto  Pharoah,  that 
thou  mayest  bring  forth  My  people  the  children 
of  Israel  out  of  Egypt.'.  . .  And  Moses  said  unto 
God,  'Behold,  when  I  come  unto  the  children 
of  Israel,  and  shall  say  unto  them,  'The  God 
of  your  fathers  hath  sent  me  unto  you,  '  and 
they  shall  say  unto  me,  'What  is  His  name? 
what  shall  I  say  unto  them?'  And  God  said 
unto  Moses,  '  I  AM  THAT  I  AM  : '  and  He 
said,  '  Thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  the  children 
of  Israel,  '  I  AM  '  (rrnx  -itzr'x  rrnx)  hath  sent  me 
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unto  you.  '  And  God  said  moreover  unto 
Moses,  '  Thus  shalt  thou  say  unto  the  children 
of  Israel,  The  Lord  God  of  your  fathers,  the 
God  of  Abraham,  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the 
God  of  Jacob,  hath  sent  me  unto  you :  this 
is  My  name  for  ever,  and  this  is  My  memorial 
unto  all  generations.'  '  Ex.  iii.  4-10,  13-15. 

Before  God  sent  Moses  to  Pharoah  to 
announce  the  visitation  of  the  ten  plagues 
which  were  one  by  one  to  fall  upon  the  Egypt- 
ians, He  again  called  to  the  mind  of  His 
servant  the  existing  covenant,  and  revealed  to 
him  still  more  of  His  glory  by  proclaiming  the 
redemption  of  the  people. 

"  God  spake  unto  Moses,  and  said  unto  him, 
'  I  am  the  Lord  :  and  I  appeared  unto  Abraham, 
unto  Isaac,  and  unto  Jacob,  by  the  name  of  God 
Almighty, but  by  My  name  JEHOVAH    mrr 
was  I  not  known  to  them.     And  I    have  also 
established    My    covenant  with  them,   to  give 
them  the  land  of  Canaan,  the    land    of    their 
pilgrimage,  wherein  they  were   strangers.     And 
I   have  also  heard  the  groaning  of  the  children 
of  Israel,  whom  the  Egyptians  keep  in  bondage; 
and  I  have  remembered  My  covenant.     Where- 
fore say  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  I    am  the 
Lord,  and   I    will  bring    you  out     from     under 
the  burdens  of  the    Egyptians,  and   I    will  rid 
you  out  of  their  bondage,  and    I     will  redeem 
yon  with  a  stretched  out  arm,    and  with  great 
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judgments  :  and  /  will  take  you  to  Me  for  a 
people,  and  I  will  be  to  you  a  God  :  and  ye 
shall  know  that  I  am  the  Lord  your  God, 
which  bringeth  you  out  from  under  the  burdens 
of  the  Egyptians:  And  I  will  bring  you  in 
unto  the  land,  concerning  the  which  I  did 
swear  to  give  it  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and 
to  Jacob  ;  and  I  will  give  it  you  for  an 
heritage  :  I  am  the  Lord.'  Ex.  vi.  2-8. 

The  promise,  "  I  will  redeem  you  with  a 
stretched  out  arm  and  with  great  judgment  " 
had  its  fulfilment  when  the  Lord  passed  through 
the  land,  and  smote  all  the  firstborn  of  Egypt, 
but  spared  the  families  of  Israel  who  had  been 
obedient  to  the  command  to  strike  the  blood 
of  a  lamb  on  the  two  side-posts  and  upper 
door  post  of  their  houses  and  to  eat  the  flesh 
with  unleavened  bread  and  bitter  herbs, 
with  their  loins  girded,  their  shoes  on  their 
feet,  and  their  staff  in  their  hand. 

The  Lord  had  said,  "  The  blood  shall 
be  to  you  for  a  token  upon  the  houses  where 
ye  are  :  and  when  I  see  the  blood,  I  will  pass 
over  you,  and  the  plague  shall  not  be  upon 
you  to  destroy  you,  when  I  smite  the  land 
of  Egypt." 

"  And  it  came  to  pass,  that  at  midnight 
the  Lord  smote  all  the  firstborn  in  the  land 
of  Egypt,  from  the  firstborn  of  Pharoah  that 
sat  on  his  throne  unto  the  firstborn  of  the 
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captive  that  was  in  the  dungeon  ;  and  all 
the  firstborn  of  cattle.  And  Pharoah  rose  up 
in  the  night,  he,  and  all  his  servants,  and  all 
the  Egyptians ;  and  there  was  a  great  cry  in 
Egypt ;  for  there  was  not  a  house  where  there 
was  not  one  dead. 

And  he  called  for  Moses  and  Aaron  by 
night,  and  said,  '  Rise  up,  and  get  you  forth 
from  among  my  people,  both  ye  and  the 
children  of  Israel;  and  go,  serve  the  Lord, 
as  ye  have  said.  Also  take  your  flocks  and 
your  herds,  as  ye  have  said,  and  be  gone ; 
and  bless  me  also.'  And  the  Egyptians  were 
urgent  upon  the  people,  that  they  might  send 
them  out  of  the  land  in  haste  ;  for  they  said 
'  We  be  all  dead  men.'  And  the  people  took 
their  dough  before  it  was  leavened,  their  knead- 
ing-troughs  being  bound  up  in  their  clothes 
upon  their  shoulders. 

And  the  children  of  Israel  did  according 
to  the  word  of  Moses;  and  they  borrowed  of 
the  Egyptians  jewels  of  silver,  and  jewels  of 
gold,  and  raiment. 

And  the  Lord  gave  the  people  favour 
in  the  sight  of  the  Egyptians,  so  that  they 
lent  unto  them  such  things  as  they  required. 
And  they  spoiled  the  Egyptians." 

Thus    the   word  of  the   Lord   was  fulfilled. 

The  triumphant  departure  from  Egypt,which 
had  been  promised  so  long  before  to  Abraham 
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is  recorded  in     thes^    words :   "  At  the    end  of 
four  hundred  and  thirty  years,   even     the     self 
same  day    it  came  to  pass,  that  all  the  hosts 
of  the  Lord  went  out  from  the  land  of  Egypt." 
Ex.  xii.    11-13,   29-36,  41. 

The  value  of  this    deliverance    cannot    be    too 
strongly    emphasized. 

THE  LORD'S  PASSOVER  marks  a  New 
Dispensation  in  the  providence  of  God  con- 
cerning Israel.  The  Lord  commanded  that 
that  month  was  to  be  the  beginning  of 
months  to  Israel,  the  first  month  of  the  year 
to  them  (xii.  2.)  and  also  that  day  was  to 
be  unto  them  for  a  memorial ;  a  feast  to  be 
kept  to  the  Lord  throughout  their  generations, 
a  feast  to  be  kept  by  an  ordinance  for  ever. 
.  .  .  and  whosoever  should  eat  leavened  bread 
from  the  first  .day  until  the  seventh  day,  that 
soul  should  be  cut  off  from  Israel.  Ex.  xii.  14-15. 

There  were  also  other  commands  con- 
cerning the  commemoration  of  the  passover 
given  about  this  time.  The  Passover  was  to 
be  kept  yearly,  and  no  foreigner  was  to  eat 
thereof;  but  if  any  stranger  did  desire  to 
partake  of  this  feast,  all  the  males  in  his 
family  were  to  be  circumcised.  This  meant 
that  he  would  then  enter  into  the  blessings 
of  the  Jewish  covenants. 

It    is    specially   interesting    to    notice  that 

a  Sae  Page  li,  line  26 
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one  reason  why  this  service  was  to  be  held 
annually  was  for  the  instruction  of  the  children  ; 
that  their  parents  might  have  the  opportunity 
of  telling  them  of  the  great  deliverance  God 
has  wrought  to  their  race,  and  thus  keep  the 
great  event  in  living  remembrance  from  gener- 
ation to  generation. 

"  Ye  shall  observe  this  thing  for  an  or- 
dinance to  thee  and  to  thy  sons  for  ever. 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  ye  be  come 
to  the  land  which  the  Lord  will  give  you, 
according  as  He  hath  promised,  that  ye  shall 
keep  this  service.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass, 
when  your  children  shall  say  unto  you,  '  What 
mean  ye  by  this  service?'  that  ye  shall  say, 
'  It  is  the  sacrifice  of  the  Lord's  passover, 
who  passed  over  the  houses  of  the  children 
of  Israel  in  Egypt,  when  He  smote  the  Egypt- 
ians, and  delivered  their  houses.'"  Ex.  xii.  24-27. 

At  this  time  the  Israelites  were  also 
commanded  to  sanctify  unto  the  Lord  the 
firstborn  both  of  man  and  beast,  for  the  Lord 
said,  "  It  is  Mine."  They  were  to  set  apart 
unto  the  Lord  all  the  firstborn  of  their  animals, 
and  to  redeem  the  firstborn  of  their  male 
children. 

It  is  evident  that  the  "Redemption"  was 
the  key  note  of  this  wonderful  deliverance. 
The  lamb  slain,  and   the    blood    sprinkled 
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in  obedience  to  the  Lord's  command,  not  only 
spared  the  life  of  the  first-born  son,  and  set 
him  apart  in  a  special  way  for  God  ;  but  the 
whole  nation  was  redeemed  and  delivered. 
The  Israelites  from  that  time  were  to  belong 
to  God  in  a  very  special  manner : — As  He 
had  promised,  He  took  them  to  Himself  for 
a  people,  and  showed  them  visibly  that  He 
was  to  be  their  God ;  not  only  by  deliver- 
ing them,  but  by  guiding  them  in  their  journey- 
ings  after  they  had  left  Egypt.  "  The  Lord 
went  before  them  by  day  in  a  pillar  of  a  cloud, 
to  lead  them  the  way ;  and  by  night  in  a 
pillar  of  fire,  to  give  them  light  ;  to  go  by 
day  and  night :  He  took  not  away  the  pillar 
of  the  cloud  by  day,  nor  the  pillar  of  fire  by 
night,  from  before  the  people."  Ex.  xiii.  21,  22. 


CHAPTER    IV. 

THE  NATIONAL  COVENANT. 

THE    COVENANT    MADE    IN    HOREB. 


After  the  mighty  miracles  for  the  release 
of  the  children  of  Israel  were  over,  and  the 
death  of  the  firstborn  of  Egypt  had  taken 
place ;  after  the  Passover  had  been  instituted 
and  the  Egyptians  had  been  destroyed  in 
the  Red  Sea ;  and  Moses  had  returned  to 
Horeb,  this  time  with  the  people,  God 
called  him  again  apart  to  make  a  still  further 
Covenant  with  the  descendants  of  Abraham. 
This  covenant  might  very  naturally  be  called 
by  the  Jews  "  Their  National  Covenant "  for 
with  it  God  promised  (if  they  obeyed  its  sta- 
tutes) to  make  the  Israelites  individually  and 
collectively  — 

A  peculiar    treasure    to     Himself 
above   all  people. 

A  Kingdom  of  Priests  and 

An   Holy  Nation. 

It  is  recorded  in  Exodus  xix.,  "  In  the 
third  month,  when  the  children  of  Israel  were 
gone  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  the  same 
day  came  they  into  the  wilderness  of  Sinai . .  . 
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and  there  Israel  camped  before  the  mount. 
And  "  Moses  went  up  unto  God,  and  the 
Lord  called  unto  him  out  of  the  mountain, 
saying,  '  Thus  shalt  thou  say  to  the  house 
of  Jacob,  and  tell  the  children  of  Israel ;  Ye 
have  seen  what  I  did  unto  the  Egyptians, 
and  how  I  bare  you  on  eagles'  wings,  and 
brought  you  unto  Myself.  Now  therefore,  if 
ye  will  obey  My  voice  indeed,  and  keep  My 
covenant,  then  ye  shall  be  a  peculiar  treasure 
unto  Me  above  all  people  :  for  all  the  earth 
is  Mine  :  and  ye  shall  be  unto  Me  a  king- 
dom of  priests,  and  an  holy  nation.  These 
are  the  words  which  thou  shalt  speak  unto 
the  children  of  Israel. '  And  Moses  came 
and  called  for  the  elders  of  the  people,  and 
laid  before  their  faces  all  these  words  which 
the  Lord  commanded  him.  And  all  the 
people  answered  together,  and  said,  '  All 
that  the  Lord  hath  spoken  we  will  do. ' 
And  Moses  returned  the  words  of  the  people 
unto  the  Lord." 

"  And  the  Lord  said  unto  Moses,  '  Lo, 
I  come  unto  thee  in  a  thick  cloud,  that  the 
people  may  hear  when  I  speak  unto  thee,  and 
believe  for  ever.'  .  .  .  '  Go  unto  the  people,  and 
sanctify  them  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  let 
them  wash  their  clothes,  and  be  ready  against 
the  third  day  :  for  the  third  day  the  Lord 
will  come  down  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people 
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upon   Mount    Sinai.'' 

God  commanded  him  also  "  to  set  bounds 
unto  the  people  round  about"  and  not  to  let 
them  go  up  or  even  touch  the  mountain  upon 
pain  of  death.  "  And  it  came  to  pass  on  the 
third  day  in  the  morning,  that  there  were 
thunders  and  lightnings,  and  a  thick  cloud 
upon  the  mount,  and  the  voice  of  the  trum- 
pet exceeding  loud ;  so  that  all  the  people 
that  was  in  the  camp  trembled.  And  Moses 
brought  forth  the  people  out  of  the  camp 
to  meet  with  God ;  and  they  stood  at  the 
nether  part  of  the  mount.  And  mount  Sinai 
was  altogether  on  a  smoke,  because  the  Lord 
descended  upon  it  in  fire  :  and  the  smoke 
thereof  ascended  as  the  smoke  of  a  furnace, 
and  the  whole  mount  quaked  greatly.  And 
when  the  voice  of  the  trumpet  sounded  long, 
and  waxed  louder  and  louder,  Moses  spake, 
and  God  answered  him  by  a  voice.  And 
the  Lord  came  down  upon  mount  Sinai,  on 
the  top  of  the  mount :  and  the  Lord  called 
Moses  up  to  the  top  of  the  mount ;  and 
Moses  went  up."  Ex.  xix. 

THE    TEN    COMMANDMENTS. 

When  Moses  had  returned  with  a  warn- 
ing again  to  the  people,  not  to  ascend  the 
mountain,  out  of  the  cloud  the  VOICE 
of  God  was  heard.  And  God  spake  all 
these  words,  saying,  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
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God,  which  brought  thee  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  out  of  the  house  of  bondage. 
Thou  shalt  have  no  other  gods  before  Me. 
Thou  shalt  not  make  thee  any  graven 
image,  or  any  likeness  of  any  thing  that  is 
in  heaven  above,  or  that  is  in  the  earth 
beneath,  or  that  is  in  the  water  under 
the  earth  :  Thou  shalt  not  bow  down  thyself  to 
them,  nor  serve  them:  for  I  the  Lord  thy 
God  am  a  jealous  God,  visiting  the  iniquity 
of  the  fathers  upon  the  children  unto  the  third 
and  fourth  generation  of  them  that  hate  Me; 
and  showing  mercy  unto  thousands  of  them 
that  love  Me,  and  keep  My  commandments. 
Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord 
thy  God  in  vain  ;  for  the  Lord  will  not  hold 
him  guiltless  that  taketh  His  name  in  vain. 
Remember  the  Sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.  Six 
days  shalt  thou  labour,  and  do  all  thy  work: 
But  the  seventh  day  is  the  sabbath  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  :  in  it  thou  shalt  not  do  any 
work,  thou,  nor  thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  nor 
thy  manservant,  nor  thy  maidservant,  nor  thy 
cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gates  : 
for  in  six  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and 
earth,  the  sea,  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and 
rested  the  seventh  day :  wherefore  the  Lord 
blessed  the  sabbath  day,  and  hallowed  it. 
Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother  :  that  thy 
days  may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the  Lord 
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thy  God   giveth     thee. 

Thou  shalt  not  kill. 

Thou  shalt  not  commit  adultery. 

Thou  shalt  not  steal. 

Thou  shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against   thy 

neighbour. 

Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  house, 
thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's  wife,  nor 
his  manservant,  nor  his  maidservant,  nor  his  ox, 
nor  his  ass.  nor  any  thing  that  is  thy  neighbour's. 
Ex.  xx.  1-17. 

The  National  character  of  this  Covenant 
is  also  specially  emphasized  by  Moses  in 
"  Deuteronomy." 

Moses  said: —  "The  Lord  our  God 
made  a  Covenant  witli  us  in  Ploreb.  The 
Lord  made  not  this  Covenant  with  our  fathers 
but  with  us,  even  us,  who  are  all  of  us  here 
alive  this  day.  "  "  The  Lord  talked  with  you 
face  to  face  in  the  Mount  out  of  the  midst 
of  the  fire.  "  Dent.  v.  2-4. 

These  words  the  Lord  spake  unto  all  your 
assembly  in  the  Mount  out  of  the  midst  of  the 
fire,  of  the  cloud,  and  of  the  thick  darkness,  with 
a  great  voice  :  and  He  added  no  more.  Dent.  v.  22. 

The  effect  of  God's  awful  majesty  and 
holiness  upon  the  people,  was  more  than 
they  could  long  bear,  and  they  implored 
Moses  to  be  their  mediator,  saying  to  him, 
'  "  Speak  thou  with  us,  and  we  will  hear:  but 
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let  not  God  speak  with  us,  lest  we  die.'  And 
Moses  said  unto  the  people,  '  Fear  not :  for 
God  is  come  to  prove  you,  and  that  His 
fear  may  be  before  your  faces,  that  ye  sin 
not.'  And  the  people  stood  afar  off,  and 
Moses  drew  near  unto  the  thick  darkness 
where  God  was.  And  the  Lord  said  unto 
Moses,  '  Thus  thou  shalt  say  unto  the  chil- 
dren of  Israel,  Ye  have  seen  that  I  have  talked 
with  you  from  heaven.  Ye  shall  not  make 
with  Me  gods  of  silver,  neither  shall  ye  make 
unto  you  gods  of  gold.  An  altar  of  earth* 
thou  shalt  make  unto  Me,  and  shalt  sacrifice 
thereon  thy  burnt  offerings,  and  thy  peace 
offerings,  thy  sheep,  and  thine  oxen :  in  all 
places  where  I  record  My  name  I  will  come  unto 
thee,  and  I  will  bless  theeJ  " Ex.  xx.  19-24. 

This  incident  is  also  narrated  by  Moses 
in  Deut.  v.  It  is  written  there  that  the 
people  said,  "  Now  therefore  why  should  we 
die  ?  for  this  great  fire  will  consume  us : 
if  we  hear  the  voice  of  the  Lord  our  God  any 
more,  then  we  shall  die.  For  who  is  there  of 
all  flesh,  that  hath  heard  the  voice  of  the 
living  God  speaking  out  of  the  midst  of  the 
fire,  as  we  have,  and  lived  ?  Go  thou  near,  and 
hear  all  that  the  Lord  our  God  .  .  .  shall  speak 
unto  thee ;  and  we  will  hear  it  and  do  it.  " 

The   Lord     approved     of    this     feeling    of 

*  An   altar  of  stone   was  also  permitted,   with  certain  conditions  attaching 
thereto. 
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fear  and  unworthiness,  for  it  is  recorded  that 
He  answered  this  petition,  saying  to  Moses, 
"  They  have  well  said  all  that  they  have  spok- 
en. O  that  there  were  such  an  heart  in  them 
that  they  would  fear  Me,  and  keep  all  My 
commandments  always,  that  it  might  be  well 
with  them,  and  with  their  children  for  ever  ! 
Go  say  to  them,  Get  you  into  your  tents 
again.  But  as  for  thee,  stand  thou  here  by 
Me,  and  I  will  speak  unto  thee  all  the  com- 
mandments, and  the  statutes,  and  the  judg- 
ments, which  thou  shalt  teach  them,  that 
they  may  do  them  in  the  land  ivhich  I  give 
them  to  possess  it."  Moses,  therefore,  again 
ascended  the  mountain  alone,  to  receive  further 
instruction  from  God. 

THE  JUDGMENTS  AND  STATUTES. 
These  consisted  for  the  most  part  of 
judgments  and  laws  relating  to  social  life. 
The  observance  of  the  sabbath.  Strict  warn- 
ings against  idolatry.  Against  intermarriage  with 
the  surrounding  nations.  The  appointment 
of  three  special  feasts  to  be  held  during 
the  year. 

The  feast  of  unleavened  bread  (Passover). 

The  feast   of    Harvest. 

The  feast  of  Ingathering.  (Tabernacles), 
and  the  command  that,  three  times  a  year  all 
the  male  children  should  appear  before  the 
Lord  God. 
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God,  on  His  side,  promised  the  Israelites 
a  protecting  angel,  saying,  "  Behold,  I  send 
an  Angel  before  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  the 
way,  and  to  bring  thee  into  the  place  which 
I  have  prepared.  Beware  of  him,  and  obey 
his  voice,  provoke  him  not ;  for  he  will  not 
pardon  your  transgressions  :  for  My  name 
is  in  him.  If  thou  shalt  indeed  obey  his 
voice,  and  do  all  that  I  speak ;  then  I  will 
be  an  enemy  unto  thine  enemies,  and  an 
adversary  unto  thine  adversaries.  For  Mine 
Angel  shall  go  before  thee,  and  bring  thee 
in  unto  the  Amorites,  and  the  Hittites,  and 
the  Perizzites,  and  the  Canaanites,  the  Hivites, 
and  the  Jebusites  :  and  I  will  cut  them  off.... 
By  little  and  little  I  will  drive  them  out 
from  before  thee,  until  thou  be  increased, 
and  inherit  the  land.  And  I  will  set  thy 
bounds  from  the  Red  Sea  even  unto  the 
sea  of  the  Philistines,  and  from  the  desert 
unto  the  river :  for  I  will  deliver  the  inhab- 
itants of  the  land  into  your  hand ;  and  thou 
shalt  drive  them  out  before  thee.  "  Ex.  xxiii. 
20-23,  3°-3 J- 

When  Moses  told  these  commands  to 
the  people,  they  again  answered  with  one 
accord,  "  All  the  words  which  the  Lord  hath 
said  will  we  do. " 

Moses  then,  having  written  all  the  words 
of  the  Lord  in  a  book,  built  an  altar  under  the  hill, 
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and  twelve  pillars  to  represent  the  twelve 
tribes  of  Israel  and  he  sent  "  young  men  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  which  offered  burnt 
offerings,  and  sacrificed  peace  offerings 
of  oxen  unto  the  Lord.  And  Moses 
took  half  of  the  blood,  and  put  it  in  basons  ; 
and  half  of  the  blood  he  sprinkled  on  the 
altar :  and  he  took  the  book  of  the  covenant, 
and  read  in  the  audience  of  the  people  :  and 
they  said,  '  All  that  the  Lord  hath  said  will 
we  do,  and  be  obedient.'  And  Moses  took 
the  blood,  and  sprinkled  it  on  the  people,  and 
said,  '  Behold  the  blood  of  the  covenant  which 
the  Lord  hath  made  with  you  concerning  all 
these  words.'  "  Ex.  xxiv.  5-8. 

This  was  followed  by  a  wonderful  revel- 
ation of  God  to  Moses,  Aaron,  Naclab  and 
Abihu,  and  seventy  of  the  elders  of  Israel.  "They 
saw  the  God  of  Israel :  and  there  was  under 
His  feet  as  it  were  a  paved  work  of  sapphire 
stone,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of  heaven  in 
his  clearness."  Ex.  xxiv.  10. 

Moses  was  then  called  apart  from  the 
rest,  the  Lord  saying  unto  him,  "  Come  up  to 
Me  into  the  mount,  and  be  there  :  and  I  will 
give  thee  tables  of  stone,  and  a  law  and  com- 
mandments which  I  have  written  ;  that  thou 
mayest  teach  them." 

INSTRUCTIONS  for  BUILDINGtheTABERNACLE. 
Moses    again    ascended    the    mount    and 
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was  alone  with  God  forty  days  and  forty  nights 
during  which  time  he  received— 

A.  Instructions  for  building  the  Tabernacle, 

and   the  appointment  of    Aaron 
and  his  sons  as  priests. 

B.  Instructions  relating    to    those    ceremonial 
observances     which     the    Israelites     were 
commanded  to  perform. 

C.  The    institution     of     the     continual     burnt 
offering  and  the  promise  relating  thereto.— 
"  Now  this  is  that  which  thou  shalt  offer 

upon  the  altar;  two  lambs  of  the  first  year 
day  by  day  continually.  The  one  lamb  thou 
shalt  offer  in  the  morning  and  the  other  lamb 
thou  shalt  offer  at  even:  and  with  the  one  lamb 
a  tenth  deal  of  flour  mingled  with  the  four-th 
part  of  an  hin  of  beaten  oil ;  and  the  fourth 
part  of  an  hin  of  wine  for  a  drink  offering. 
And  the  other  lamb  thou  shalt  offer  at  even, 
and  thou  shalt  do  thereto  according  to  the 

o 

meat  offering  of  the  morning,  and  according 
to  the  drink  offering  thereof,  for  a  sweet  sa- 
vour, an  offering  made  by  fire  unto  the  Lord. 
This  shall  be  a  continual  burnt  offering 
throughout  your  generations  at  the  door  of 
the  tabernacle  of  the  congregation  before  the 
Lord  :  where  Iwill  meet  you,  to  speak  there  unto 
thee.  And  there  I  will  meet  with  the  children  of 
Israel  and  the  tabernacle  shall  be  sanctified  by 
My  glory.  And  I  will  sanctify  the  tabernacle  of 
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the  congregation,  and  the  altar :  I  will  sancti- 
fy also  both  Aaron  and  his  sons,  to  minister 
to  Me  in  the  priest's  office.  And  I  will  dwell 
among  the  children  of  Israel,  and  will  be  their 
God:  And  they  shall  know  that  I  am  the 
Lord  their  God,  that  brought  them  forth  out 
of  the  land  of  Egypt,  that  I  may  dwell  among 
them:  I  am  the  Lord  their  God."  Ex.  xxix.  38-46. 
D.  These  instructions  concluded  with  the 

"  Covenant  of  the  Sabbath,"  and  the  gift 

of  the  TABLES  OF  STONE. 

"  And  the  Lord  spake  unto  Moses,  saying, 
'  Speak  thou  also  unto  the  children  of  Israel, 
saying,  Verily  My  sabbaths  ye  shall  keep:  for  it 
is  a  sign  between  Me  and  you  throughout  your 
generations;  that  ye  may  know  that  I  am  the 
Lord  that  doth  sanctify  you... Wherefore  the 
children  of  Israel  shall  keep  the  sabbath,  to  ob- 
serve the  sabbath  throughout  their  generations, 
for  a  perpetual  covenant.  It  is  a  sign  between 

Me  and  the  children  of  Israel  for  ever.' And 

He  gave  unto  Moses,  when  He  had  made  an 
end  of  communing  with  him  upon  mount  Sinai, 
two  tables  of  testimony,  tables  of  stone,  written 
with  the  ringer  of  God,"  Ex.  xxxi.  12,13,  16-18. 

Although  the  Israelites  had  so  willingly  pro- 
mised not  only  once  or  twice,  but  four  times 
to  do  what  was  required  of  them,  while  Moses 
was  on  the  mount  alone  with  God,  the  people, 
left  to  themselves,  soon  showed  their  real  condi- 
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tion  ;  how  little  they  had  understood  their  new  re- 
sponsibilities, and  how  far  they  were  from  what 
God  desired  them  to  be. 

It  cannot  here  be  fully  recorded  how  the 
Israelites  disannuled  their  part  of  the  Cove- 
nant, almost  as  soon  as  it  had  been  made, 
how  the  people  descended  from  their  holy 
privilege  of  worshipping  the  One  True  God 
and  made  to  themselves,  instead,  a  calf  of 
gold — how  Moses  in  his  anger  broke  the  very 
tables  on  which  the  commandments  had  been 
divinely  written :  how  afterwards  he  became 
their  intercessor,  and  the  sin  was  forgiven ; 
and  how  Moses  was  again  permitted  to  ascend 
the  Mount,  and  hew  two  tables  out  of  the 
rock,  and  on  them  God  re-wrote  the  commands 
of  this  covenant  with  His  own  finger.*  Suffice 
it  to  say,  that  the  Lord  did  renew  that  cove- 
nant with  the  people,  and  the  TABLES  OF 
STONE  even  THE  TABLES  OF  THE 
COVENANT  WHICH  THE  LORD  MADE 
WITH  THEM  were  again  given  to  the  children 
of  Israel,  and  were  placed  later  in  the  Ark  of 
the  Tabernacle  as  a  lasting  Memorial  of  God's 
promises  which  had  been  ratified  by  the  blood 
of  animals  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Sinai. 

*When  Moses  had  hewn  the  tables  of  stone,  the  Lord  after  "  proclaiming 
the  name  of  the  Lord  "  definitely  again  gave  the  covenant,  blessing,  saying, 
"  BKHOID,  i  MAKE  A  COVENANT  :  before  all  thy  people  I  will  do  marvels,  such 
as  have  not  been  done  in  all  the  earth,  nor  in  any  nation  :  and  all  the 
people  among  which  thou  art  shall  see  the  work  of  the  Lord  :  for  it 
is  a  terrible  thing  that  I  will  do  with  thee.  Observe  thou  that  which  I 
command  thee  this  day:  behold,  I  drive  out  before  thee  the  Amorite,  and 
the  Canaanite,  and  the  Hittite,  and  the  Perizzite,  and  the  Hivite,  and  the 


CHAPTER   V. 

THE     TABERNACLE. 

The  people  reinstated  into  the  Covenant 
blessing,  commenced  with  ardour  to  construct 
the  Tabernacle  after  the  pattern  which  had 
been  shown  to  Moses  on  the  mount — each 
doing  what  he  or  she  could,  and  the  Lord 
showed  His  divine  approval,  by  manifestly 
giving  His  Spirit  to  skilled  workmen  to  fit 
them  for  their  special  work. 

It  was  six  months  before  the  separate 
portions  were  complete ;  then  they  were  brought 
to  Moses — and  it  is  recorded  that  when  "  he 
looked  upon  all  the  work  that  it  was  done 
as  the  Lord  had  commanded,  he  blessed 
the  people." 

The  anniversary  of  the  deliverance  from 
Egypt  was  the  day  the  Lord  chose  for  the 
erection  of  the  Tabernacle.  "  The  Lord  spake 
unto  Moses,  saying,  '  On  the  first  day  of  the 
first  month  shalt  thou  set  up  the  tabernacle 
of  the  tent  of  the  congregation.  And  thou 
shalt  put  therein  the  ark  of  the  testimony, 
and  cover  the  ark  with  the  vail.'  .  .  . 

Jebusite.  Take  heed  to  thyself,  lest  tlion  make  a  covenant  with  the 
inhabitants  of  the  land  whither  thou  goest,  lest  it  be  for  a  snare  in  the 
midst  of  thee :  but  ye  shall  destroy  their  altars,  break  their  images, 
and  cut  down  their  groves:  for  thon  shalt  worship  no  other  God  :  for 
t-he  Lord,  whose  name  is  Jealous,  is  a  jealous  God.".  .  .  Ex.  xxxiv.  10-14. 
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And  it  came  to  pass  in  the  first  month 
in  the  second  year,  on  the  first  day  of  the 
month,  that  the  tabernacle  was  reared  up.  .  . 

Then  a  cloud  covered  the  tent  of  the 
congregation,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  filled 
the  tabernacle.  And  Moses  was  not  able  to 
enter  into  the  tent  of  the  congregation,  be- 
cause the  cloud  abode  thereon,  and  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  filled  the  tabernacle."  Ex.  xl. 

The  Lord  thus  visibly  showed  Moses 
and  the  Israelites,  that  instead  of  revealing 
Himself  to  them  at  a  distance  among  the 
thunders  and  clouds  on  Mount  Sinai,  He  had 
now  come  Himself  to  dwell  in  the  very 
midst  of  the  people  whom  He  had  redeemed. 
He  was  to  be  their  God  and  their  Leader. 
The  last  verse  in  Exodus  states  that  "  The 
cloud  of  the  Lord  was  upon  the  tabernacle  by 
day,  and  fire  was  on  it  by  night  in  the  sight  of  all 
the  house  of  Israel,  throughout  all  their  journey- 
ings.  Ex.  xl.  38. 

The  first  verse  of  the  first  chapter  of 
Leviticus  also  shows  the  New  dispensation 
which  this  "  National  Covenant "  had  ushered 
in.  "  The  Lord  called  unto  Moses,  and  spake 
unto  him  out  of  the  tabernacle  of  the  congre- 
gation. 

It  is  also  recorded  in  Numbers  vii.  89, 
after  the  altar  was  dedicated,  and  anoint- 
ed by  the  princes  of  Israel — that  when 
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Moses  was  gone  into  the  tabernacle  of  the 
congregation  to  speak  with  God,  then  he 
heard  the  voice  of  One  speaking  with  him  from 
off  the  mercy  seat,  that  was  upon  the  ark 
of  the  testimony,  from  between  the  two 
cherubims:  and  He  spake  unto  him. 

Reviewing  this  period,  it  is  well  to  bear  in 
mind,  that  it  was  after  the  Israelites  had 
entered  into  the  Covenant  by  which  they 
were  to  become  "  a  Kingdom  of  priests,  and 
an  Holy  Nation,  "  that  the  "  pattern  of  things  " 
in  the  heavens  became  definite  institutions 
among  them  upon  earth.  Instead  of  the 
first  born  son  of  each  family — one  tribe, 
the  tribe  of  Levi,  was  now  set  apart  for 
God  and  consecrated  to  His  service.  A 
high  priest  was  appointed  to  hold  direct 
communion  with  Him ;  to  be  a  mediator 
between  Him  and  the  people,  and  to  the 
high  priest  was  given  the  Urim  and  the  Thummin. 

Priests  were  ordained  to  act  as  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  and  one  of  their 
special  duties  was  to  keep  ever  before  Israel 
the  necessity  of  sacrifice  and  of  blood  for 
the  atonement  of  sin. 

Rulers  were  also  appointed  over  the 
various  tribes ;  and  further  statutes  were 
given  to  be  carried  out  on  their  arrival 
at  the  promised  land  :  and  the  Year  of 
Jubilee,  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord, 
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was  instituted.  The  Lord  on  His  part  pro- 
mised to  appear  upon  the  mercy-seat  above 
the  tables  of  the  covenant  in  the  Holy  of 
Holies ;  the  Shekinah  being  the  visible  sign 
of  His  presence. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

OBEDIENCE  AND  DISOBEDIENCE. 


As  a  result  of  the  attitude  of  the  children 
of  Israel  to  the  "statutes,  judgments,  and  laws 
of  God,"  ordained  in  Mount  Sinai,  special 
promises  were  given  both  to  themselves,  and 
regarding  the  prosperity  of  the  land  to  which 
they  were  going. 

Obedience  was  to  result  in  blessing  to 
the  people  and  to  the  land. 

Disobedience  was  to  bring  a  curse  upon 
both  land  and  people. 

By  carefully  reading  Leviticus  xxvi.  it  is 
seen  that 

THE    BLESSINGS    PROMISED    WERE: — 

*Rain  in  due  season. 

*The   land  to  yield  her  increase. 
The   trees  of  the  field  to  yield  their  fruit. 
Threshing  to  reach  to  vintage  and  vintage  to 

sowing  time. 
A  full  supply  of  bread. 
Safe  dwelling. 
Peace  in  the  land. 
None  to  make  the   Israelites  afraid. 
No   evil  beasts  to  be  in  the   land. 
No  sword  to  go  through  the  land. 
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Their  enemies  to  be  chased  and  slain. 

(Five  to  chase    an    hundred —  100  to  put 

10,000  to  flight.) 
The  children  of   Israel  should   be    fruitful    and 

multiply. 

God  would  establish  His  covenant  with    them. 
They  should  eat  their    store    and    bring    forth 

old  because  of  new. 

God  would  set  His  Tabernacle  among  them. 
His  soul  would  not  abhor  them. 

He  would  walk  among  them,  and  be  their 
God,  and  they  should  be  His  people. 

Lev.  xxvi.  3-12. 

THE  RESULTS  OF  DISOBEDIENCE  WERE  TO  BE: 

A.  Terror. 

Consumption,  and  burning  ague  should 
consume  the  eyes  and  cause  sorrow  of 
heart. 

They  should  sow  their  seed  in  vain,  for 
their  enemies  to  eat. 

God  would  set  His  face  against  them. 

Their  enemies   should  slay  them. 

They  would  flee  when  none  persued  them. 

B.  If  they  would  not  then  hearken,  they  were 

to  be  punished  seven  times  more. 
The  pride  of  their  power  was  to  be  broken. 
Their  heaven  was  to  be  as  brass. 
Their  strength    was  to    be   spent  in  vain. 
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*Their    land   was   not  to  yield  its   increase. 
*Nor    their    trees    to    bear    fruit. 

C.  If  they  would  not  then  hearken,  seven  tunes 

more  plagues  were  to  be  brought  upon 
them. 

Wild  beasts  were  to  destroy  their  child- 
ren and  their  cattle.  And  make  them 
few  in  number,  and  their  highways  were 
to;  be  desolate. 

D.  If  they  would  not  then  reform,    God  would 

walk  contrary  to  them  and   punish    them 

yet    seven  times  more. 
The  sword  should  avenge   the   quarrel  of 

His  covenant. 
Pestilence    would     overtake    them     when 

they  were   gathered  into    the   cities. 
They    would    be    delivered    into   the    hand 

of  their    enemies. 
Their   staff  of  bread    would    be   broken. 

E.  If  they  still  would  not  hearken,  then  in  fury 

God  would  chastise  them  seven  times 
more  for  their  sins. 

They  should  eat  the  flesh  of  their  sons 
and  daughters. 

God  would  destroy  their  high  places,  cut 
down  their  images,  and  cast  their  car- 
cases upon  their  idols. 


*  Vhe  relationship  between  the  conduct  of  Israel  towards  God,  and  the 
physical  and  natural  conditions  of  the  land,  raises  the  question,  as  to  whether 
it  may  not  be  disobedience  against  God  — the  want  of  righteousness  and  the 
idolatry  among  the  nations,  that  are  now,  as  of  old,  some  of  tbe  causes  of 
the  want  of  rain,  of  the  famine,  and  the  pastilence,  which  attlict  so  many 
parts  of  the  world? 
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His  soul  would  abhor  them. 
Their   cities    should    be    made  waste. 
Their  sanctuaries    brought   to    desolation. 
God  would  not  smell  the  savour  of  their 

sweet  odours. 
Their    land    would    be    a    desolation,  and 

their  enemies  would  be  astonished  at  it. 
They  would  be  scattered  among  the  heathen, 

and    the    sword   sent    after  them. 
The  land  would  then  enjoy  her  sabbaths 

while  it  lay  desolate,    and  they  were  in 

the  enemies'   hand,    because  it  did    not 

rest  in  their  sabbaths, 

F.  Those  LEFT  alive  should  have  : — 
Faintness    in    the    land    of   their    enemies. 
The  sound  of  a  shaking  leaf  should   chase 

them,  and    they  should   fall   when    none 

persued. 

They    should    fall    one    upon    another. 
They    should    have    no    power    to     stand 

before   their   enemies. 

They  should   perish    among   the   heathen. 
And  the   land  of  their  enemies  should    eat 

them   up. 

G.  Those  still  left  should  pine  away  in  their 

iniquity,  and    in    the   iniquities    of    their 
fathers    in    their   enemies'   land. 
Upon    confession    they    were     to     be    re- 
stored, and    God  promised   to  remember 
His  covenant  with    Jacob,     Isaac    and 
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Abraham,  and  also  to  remember  the  land. 

" '  If  they  shall  confess  their  iniquity, 
and  the  iniquity  of  their  fathers,  with  their 
trespass  which  they  trespassed  against  Me, 
and  that  also  they  have  walked  contrary 
unto  Me ;  and  that  I  also  have  walked  con- 
trary unto  them,  and  have  brought  them 
into  the  land  of  their  enemies ;  if  then  their 
uncircumcised  hearts  be  humbled,  and  they 
then  accept  of  the  punishment  of  their  ini- 
quity :  Then  will  1  remember  My  covenant  with 
Jacob,  and  also  My  covenant  with  Isaac,  and 
also  My  covenant  with  Abraham  will  I  remember; 
and  I  will  remember  the  land. 

The  land  also  shall  be  left  of  them, 
and  shall  enjoy  her  sabbaths,  while  she  lieth 
desolate  without  them  :  and  they  shall  accept 
of  the  punishment  of  their  iniquity :  because 
even  because  they  despised  My  judgments, 
and  because  their  soul  abhorred  My  statutes. 
And  yet  for  all  that,  when  they  be  in  the 
land  of  their  enemies,  I  will  not  cast  them 
away,  neither  will  I  abhor  them,  to  destroy 
them  utterly,  and  to  break  My  covenant  with 
them :  for  I  am  the  Lord  their  God.  But 
I  will  for  their  sakes  remember  the  cove- 
nant of  their  ancestors,  whom  I  brought 
forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  in  the  sight 
of  the  heathen,  that  I  might  be  their  God: 
I  am  the  Lord." 
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These  are  the  statutes  and  judgments  and 
laws,  which  the  Lord  made  between  Him  and 
the  children  of  Israel  in  Mount  Sinai  by  the 
hand  of  Moses.  "  Lev.  xxvi. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  way  God 
links  the  statutes,  judgments  and  laws  given 
in  Mount  Sinai,  with  the  Covenant  made  to 
Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  God  said  :— 

"  If  then  their  uncircumcised  hearts  be 
humbled,  and  they  then  accept  of  the  punish- 
ment of  their  iniquity  :  then  will  I  remember 
My  Covenant  with  Jacob,  and  also  My 
Covenant  with  Isaac,  and  also  My  Covenant 
with  Abraham  will  I  remember ;  and  I  will 
remember  the  land.  Verses  41-42. 

'  When  they  be  in  the  land  of  their  enemies, 
I  will  not  cast  them  away,  neither  will  I  abhor 
them,  to  destroy  them  utterly,  and  to  break 
My  covenant  with  them  :  for  I  am  the  Lord 
their  God.  But  I  will  for  their  sakes  remem- 
ber the  covenant  of  their  ancestors,  whom  I 
brought  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  in  the 
sight  of  the  heathen,  that  I  might  be  their 
God  :  I  am  the  Lord/  Verses  44-45. 


CHAPTER    VII. 

WANDERING  in  the  WILDERNESS. 


Now  that  Jehovah  had  come  into  the 
midst  of  His  people  to  dwell  among  them, 
and  the  object  of  their  sojourn  at  Sinai  was 
over,  the  Lord  desired  that  they  should  hold 
the  first  commemoration  of  the  Passover  before 
continuing  their  journey.  Then  with  the  cloud 
still  guiding  them,  they  rose  to  follow.  It  is 
recorded  that  the  Pillar  of  Cloud  showed 
the  Israelites  the  way  to  that  land  promised 
long  before  to  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob. 
"  When  the  cloud  was  taken  up  from 
over  the  tabernacle,  the  children  of  Israel 
went  onward  in  all  their  journeys  :  but  if 
the  cloud  were  not  taken  up,  then  they  jour- 
neyed not  till  the  day  that  it  was  taken 
up.  For  the  cloud  of  the  Lord  was  upon 
the  tabernacle  by  day,  and  fire  was  on  it  by 
night,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  house  of  Israel, 
throughout  all  their  journeys." 

Many  people  know  something  of  the  history  of 
how  the  tribes,  led  by  the  cloud,  came  to  the  wild- 
erness of  Paran,  in  sight  of  the  land  for  which  they 
had  so  often  longed;  then  how  their  faith  failed, 
and  not  relying  on  the  promise,  "  Behold,  I  send 
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an  Angel  before  thee  to  keep  thee  in  the 
way,  to  bring  thee  into  the  place  which  I 
have  prepared,"  ten  of  the  twelve  spies  who 
had  been  sent  to  view  the  land  brought 
back  an  unfavourable  report :  how  the  people 
refused  to  continue  the  journey,  and  thus 
showed  themselves  unfit  for  God's  blessing. 
How  God  threatened  to  disinherit  the  nation 
and  only  forgave  them  through  the  prayer 
of  Moses  and  how  at  that  time,  He  re- 
vealed His  "universal"  design,  saying,  "As 
truly  as  I  live,  all  the  earth  shall  be  filled 
with  the  glory  of  the  Lord."  Num.  xiv.  21. 

How  later,  when  the  people  tried  to 
enter  the  land  without  God's  protection,  they 
were  repulsed  by  their  enemies  ,  and  rebellion 
was  followed  by  plague,  only  stayed  with 
incense  taken  from  the  altar  by  the  high 
priest,  and  how  forty  years  of  wandering  in 
the  wilderness  was  the  result  of  this  un- 
belief, until  all  the  generation,  who  had  left 
Egypt  had  passed  away  with  the  exception 
of  the  two  faithful  men,  Joshua  and  Caleb. 

After  those  forty  years,  when  the  various 
tribes  again  reached  the  borders  of  the 
promised  land,  the  conditions  of  the  Covenant 
made  in  Sinai  were  repeated  by  Moses 
before  his  death  to  the  assembled  people. 
Instead  of  the  fathers  the  children  heard  the 
Ten  Commandments,  also  the  laws,  statutes,  and 
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judgments,  with    further  additions,  which    were 
to    be    observed. 

The    Israelites    were    now    specially    told 
that: 

A.  When    they   entered    Canaan    they    should 

take  the  firstfruits  of  the  land  and 
bring  them  to  the  priest  and  say,  "  I 
profess  this  day  unto  the  Lord  my 
God,  that  I  am  come  unto  the  country 
which  the  Lord  sware  unto  our  fathers 
for  to  give  us."  And  they  were  to  set 
their  offerings  before  the  Lord  their  God 
and  worship  Him. 

B.  After  the  third  year    they    were    command- 

ed to  tithe  the  products  of  the  land 
and  ''  give  it  to  the  Levite,  the  stranger, 
the  fatherless,  and  the  widow,  that  they 
might  eat  within  their  gates,  and  be  filled," 
and  when  asking  the  blessing  of  God 
upon  these  offerings,  the  Israelites  were  to 
conclude  by  saying : 

"  Look  down  from  Thy  holy  habitation, 

from  heaven,  and  bless  Thy  people  Israel, 

and  the   land  which  Thou  hast  given   us, 

as  Thou  sivarest  unto  our  fathers,  a  land 

that  floweth  with  milk  and  honey." 

That  all  these   commands  might  be   more 

forcibly  impressed  upon  the  people,   and   might 

be      kept      in      remembrance     by     them,      the 

children     of      Israel     were     commanded,      that 
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when  they  passed  over  Jordan,  they  were  to  set 
up  on  Mount  Ebal  great  stones  and  plaster 
them  with  plaster,  and  write  all  the  -words  of  that 
la-w,  and  when  placed  there,  they  were  also  to 
build  an  altar  and  offer  burnt  offerings  .and 
peace  offerings  unto  the  Lord.  Reuben,  Gad 
and  Asher,  and  Zebulon,  Dan,  and  Naphtali 
were  commanded  to  stand  upon  Mount  Ebal 
to  curse.  "  And  the  Levites  shall  speak,  and 
say  unto  all  the  men  of  Israel  with  a  loud 
voice,  Cursed  be  the  man  that  maketh  any 
graven  or  molten  image,  an  abomination  unto 
the  Lord,  the  work  of  the  hands  of  the  crafts- 
man, and  putteth  it  in  a  secret  place.  And 
all  the  people  shall  answer  and  say,  Amen. 
Cursed  be  he  that  setteth  light  by  his  father 
or  his  mother.  And  all  the  people  shall  say, 
Amen.  Cursed  be  he  that  removeth  his 
neighbour's  landmark.  And  all  the  people 
shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be  he  that  maketh 
the  blind  to  wander  out  of  the  way.  And 
all  the  people  shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be 
he  that  perverteth  the  judgment  of  the 
stranger,  fatherless,  and  widow.  And  all  the 
people  shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be  he  that 
lieth  with  his  father's  wife ;  because  he  un- 
covereth  his  father's  skirt.  And  all  the  people 
shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be  he  that  lieth 
with  any  manner  of  beast.  And  all  the  people 
shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be  he  that  lieth 
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with  his  sister,  the  daughter  of  his  father,  or 
the  daughter  of  his  mother.  And  all  the  people 
shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be  he  that  lieth 
with  his  mother  in  law.  And  all  the  people 
shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be  he  that  smiteth 
his  neighbour  secretly.  And  all  the  people 
shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be  he  that  taketh 
reward  to  slay  an  innocent  person.  And  all 
the  people  shall  say,  Amen.  Cursed  be  he 
that  confirmeth  not  all  the  words  of  this  law 
to  do  them.  And  all  the  people  shall  say, 
Amen."  Dent,  xxvii.  14-26. 

Simeon  and  Levi,  and  Judah  and  Issachar^ 
and  Joseph,  and  Benjamin  were  commanded 
to  stand  upon  Mount  Gerizim  to  bless  the 
people.  Dent,  xxvii.  12.  Moses  said  :— 

"  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  if  thou  shall 
hearken  diligently  unto  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
thy  God,  to  observe  and  to  do  all  His  com- 
mandments which  I  command  thee  this  day, 
that  the  Lord  thy  God  will  set  thee  on  high 
above  all  nations  of  the  earth  :  and  all  these 
blessings  shall  come  on  thee,  and  overtake 
thee,  if  thou  shalt  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  thy  God.  Blessed  shalt  thou  be  in  the 
city,  and  blessed  shalt  thou  be  in  the  field. 
Blessed  shall  be  the  fruit  of  thy  body,  and 
the  fruit  of  thy  ground,  and  the  fruit  of 
thy  cattle,  the  increase  of  thy  kine,  and  the 
flocks  of  thy  sheep.  Blessed  shall  be  thy 
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basket  and  thy  store.  Blessed  shalt  thou 
be  when  thou  comest  in,  and  blessed  shalt 
thou  be  when  thou  goest  out.  The  Lord 
shall  cause  thine  enemies  that  rise  up  against 
thee  to  be  smitten  before  thy  face :  they 
shall  come  out  against  thee  one  way,  and 
flee  before  thee  seven  ways.  The  Lord 
shall  command  the  blessing  upon  thee  in 
thy  storehouses,  and  in  all  that  thou  settest 
thine  hand  unto;  and  He  shall  bless  thee 
in  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 
The  Lord  shall  establish  thee  an  holy  people 
unto  Himself,  as  He  hath  sworn  unto  thee, 
if  thou  shalt  keep  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  walk  in  His  ways. 
And  all  people  of  the  earth  shall  see  that 
thou  art  called  by  the  name  of  the  Lord ; 
and  they  shall  be  afraid  of  thee.  And  the 
Lord  shall  make  thee  plenteous  in  goods, 
in  the  fruit  of  thy  body,  and  in  the  fruit 
of  thy  cattle,  and  in  the  fruit  of  thy  ground, 
in  the  land  which  the  Lord  sware  unto  thy 
fathers  to  give  thee.  The  Lord  shall  open 
unto  thee  His  good  treasure,  the  heaven  to 
give  the  rain  unto  thy  land  in  his  season, 
and  to  bless  all  the  work  of  thine  hand : 
and  thou  shalt  lend  unto  many  nations,  and 
thou  shalt  not  borrow.  And  the  Lord  shall 
make  thee  the  head,  and  not  the  tail;  and 
thou  shalt  be  above  only,  and  thou  shalt 
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not  be  beneath ;  if  that  them  hearken  unto 
the  commandments  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 
which  I  command  thee  this  day,  to  observe 
and  to  do  them.  .  .  Dent,  xxviii.  1-13. 


CHAPTER    VHI. 

THE  FORESHADOWING 
OF  THE  NEW  COVENANT. 


A  wonderful  revelation,  which  was  given 
to  Moses,  of  the  coming  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  must  be  mentioned  here.  It  is  recorded 
in  Deut.  xviii.  that  Moses  said  to  the  people  : 

"  When     thou    art     come     into    the     land 
which    the    Lord  thy    God    giveth    thee,    thou 
shalt  not  learn  to  do  after  the  abomination  of 
those     nations.        There    shall    not     be    found 
among  you  any  one  that    maketh    his    son    or 
his  daughter  to  pass  through  the  fire,  or  that 
useth  divination,  or  an  observer  of    times,    or 
an  enchanter  or  a  witch,  or  a  charmer,   or    a 
consulter  with  familiar  spirits,  or  a  wizard,   or 
a  necromancer.     For  all  that  do  these  things 
are    an     abomination    unto     the     Lord :      and 
because  of  these    abominations    the   Lord    thy 
God  doth  drive  them  out  from  before  thee.     Thou 
shalt  be  perfect  with  the  Lord  thy  God.      For 
these    nations,     which     thou     shalt     possess, 
hearkened  unto  observers  of  times,    and    unto 
diviners  :  but   as  for    thee,   the  Lord  thy    God 
had  not  suffered  thee  so  to  do.     The   Lord   thy 
God  will  raise  up  unto  thee  a  Prophet  from  the 
midst  of  thee,   of  thy  brethren,  like   unto  me ; 
1  ye  shall  hearken  \    according    to  all 
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that  thou  desiredst  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in 
Horeb  in  the  day  of  the  assembly,  saying, 
*  Let  me  not  hear  again  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
my  God,  neither  let  me  see  this  great  fire 
any  more,  that  I  die  not.  '  And  the  Lord 
said  unto  me,  '  They  have  well  spoken  that 
which  they  have  spoken.  I  will  raise  them  up 
a  Prophet  from  among  their  brethren,  like  unto 
thee,  and  will  put  My  words  in  His  mouth  /  and 
He  shall  speak  unto  them  all  that  I  shall  com- 
mand Him.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  that 
whosoever  will  not  hearken  unto  My  words 
which  He  shall  speak  in  My  name,  I  will 
require  it  of  him."  Dent,  xviii.  9-19. 

Is  not  this  a  direct  prophecy  of  the 
coming  of  the  One,  who  would  Himself  fulfil 
all  the  conditions  of  the  Covenant,  given  in 
Mount  Sinai,  and  who  was  also  to  usher  in 
the  New  Covenant  both  for  Jew  and  Gentile  ? 


CHAPTER    IX. 

THE-  COVENANT  IN  MOAB. 


In  sight  of  the  land  of  promise — on  the 
plain  of  Moab — God  again  called  the  people 
to  enter  into  a  Covenant  with  Himself.  He 
said,  "  He  required  it  of  them,  that  He  might 
establish  them  ...  for  a  people  unto  Himself, 
and  that  He  might  be  to  them  a  God,  as  He 
had  sworn  unto  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob." 

It  has  been  already  shown,  how  Moses 
on  the  borders  of  Canaan  had  thoroughly  in- 
structed the  new  generation  in  the  command- 
ments, statutes,  judgments,  and  laws,  given  in 
Mount  Sinai,  with  the  many  additions,  which 
were  to  be  carried  out  when  they  entered  the 
land,  and  now  he  gathered  all  the  people, 
including  the  wives  and  the  little  children,  that 
they  might  enter  into  this  Covenant  with 
the  Lord.  It  is  recorded  in  Deuteronomy  xxix. 

"  Moses  called  unto  all  Israel,  and 
said  unto  them,  '  Ye  have  seen  all  that 
the  Lord  did  before  your  eyes  in  the  land 
of  Egypt  unto  Pharoah,  and  unto  all  his 
servants,  and  unto  all  his  land ;  the  great 
temptations  which  thine  eyes  have  seen,  the 
signs,  and  those  great  miracles  :  yet  the  Lord 
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hath  not  given  you  an  heart  to  perceive,  and 
eyes  to  see,  and  ears  to  hear,  unto  this  day. 
And  I  have  led  you  forty  years  in  the 
wilderness :  your  clothes  are  not  waxen  old 
upon  you,  and  thy  shoe  is  not  waxen  old  upon 
thy  foot.  Ye  have  not  eaten  bread,  neither 
have  ye  drunk  wine  or  strong  drink  :  that  ye 
might  know  that  1  am  the  Lord  your  God. 
And  when  ye  came  unto  this  place,  Sihon 
the  king  of  Heshbon,  and  Og  the  king  of 
Bashan,  came  out  against  us  unto  battle,  and 
we  smote  them  :  and  we  took  their  land,  and 
gave  it  for  an  inheritance  unto  the  Reubenites, 
and  to  the  Gadites,  and  to  the  half  tribe  of 
Manasseh.  Keep  therefore  the  words  of  this 
Covenant,  and  do  them,  that  ye  may  prosper 
in  all  that  ye  do.'  " 

"  '  Ye  stand  this  day,  all  of  you  before  the 
Lord  your  God ;  your  captains  of  your  tribes, 
your  elders,  and  your  officers,  with  all  the 
men  of  Israel,  your  little  ones,  your  wives, 
and  thy  stranger  that  is  in  thy  camp,  from 
the  hewer  of  thy  wood  unto  the  drawer  of 
thy  water :  that  thou  shouldest  enter  into  cove- 
nant with  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  into  His 
oath,  which  the  Lord  thy  God  maketh  with 
thee  this  day:  that  He  may  establish  thee  to 
day  for  a  people  unto  Himself,  and  that  He 
may  be  unto  thee  a  God,  as  He  hath  said 
unto  thee,  and  as  He  hath  sworn  unto  thy 
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fathers,  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob. 
Neither  with  you  only  do  I  make  this  covenant 
and  this  oath ;  but  with  him  that  standeth 
here  with  us  this  day  before  the  Lord  our 
God,  and  also  with  him  that  is  not  here  with 
us  this  day,  (for  ye  know  how  we  have  dwelt 
in  the  land  of  Egypt ;  and  how  we  came 
through  the  nations  which  ye  passed  by ; 
and  ye  have  seen  their  abominations,  and 
their  idols,  wood  and  stone,  silver  and  gold, 
which  were  among  them :)  lest  there  should 
be  among  you  man,  or  woman,  or  family, 
or  tribe,  whose  heart  turneth  away  this  day 
from  the  Lord  our  God,  to  go  and  serve 
the  gods  of  these  nations ;  lest  there  should 
be  among  you  a  root  that  beareth  gall  and 
wormwood ;  and  it  come  to  pass,  when 
he  heareth  the  words  of  this  curse,  that  he 
bless  himself  in  his  heart,  saying,  '  I  shall 
have  peace,  though  I  walk  in  the  imagination 
of  mine  heart,  to  add  drunkenness  to  thirst : ' 
the  Lord  will  not  spare  him,  but  then  the 
anger  of  the  Lord  and  His  jealousy  shall 
smoke  against  that  man,  and  all  the  curses 
that  are  written  in  this  book  shall  lie  upon 
him,  and  the  Lord  shall  blot  out  his  name 
from  under  heaven.' ' 

The  words  at  the  close  of  this  chapter  are 
very  striking  and  should  be  carefully  studied 
by  Jews  to-day.  Referring  to  those  who  dis- 
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obeyed  the  laws  of  this  Covenant,  Moses  said, 
"  '  And  the  Lord  shall  separate  him  unto  evil 
out  of  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  according  to  all 
the  curses  of  the  Covenant  that  are  written 
in  this  book  of  the  law :  so  that  the  generation 
to  come  of  your  children  that  shall  rise  up 
after  you,  and  the  stranger  that  shall  come 
from  a  far  land,  shall  say,  when  they  see  the 
plagues  of  that  land,  and  the  sicknesses  which 
the  Lord  hath  laid  upon  it  •  and  that  the 
whole  land  thereof  is  brimstone,  and  salt,  and 
burning,  that  it  is  not  sown,  nor  beareth,  nor 
any  grass  groweth  therein,  like  the  overthrow 
of  Sodom,  and  Gomorrah,  Admah,  and  Zeboim, 
which  the  Lord  overthrew  in  His  anger,  and 
in  His  wrath :  even  all  nations  shall  say> 
'  Wherefore  hath  the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this 
land?  What  meaneth  the  heat  of  this  great  an- 
ger ? '  Then  men  shall  say,  '  Because  they  have 
forsaken  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  God  of  their 
fathers,  which  He  made  with  them  when  He 
brought  them  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt : 
for  they  went  and  served  other  gods,  and  wor- 
shipped them,  gods  whom  they  knew  not,  and 
whom  He  had  not  given  unto  them  :  and  the 
anger  of  the  Lord  was  kindled  against  the 
land,  to  bring  upon  it  all  the  curses  that  are 
written  in  this  book  :  and  the  Lord  rooted  them 
out  of  their  land  in  anger,  and  in  wrath,  a:ul 
in  great  indignation,  and  cast  them  into  another 
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land,  as  it  is  this  day.'  The  secret  things  belong 
unto  the  Lord  our  God :  but  those  things 
which  are  revealed  belong  unto  us  and  to 
our  children  for  ever,  that  we  may  do  all  the 
words  of  this  law.'  "  Deut.  xxix. 

"  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  when  all  these 
things  are  come  upon  thee,  the  blessing  and 
the  curse,  which  I  have  set  before  thee,  and 
thou  shalt  call  them  to  mind  among  all  the  na- 
tions, whither  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  driven 
thee,  and  shalt  return  unto  the  Lord  thy  God, 
and  shalt  obey  His  voice  according  to  all  that 
I  commanded  thee  this  day,  thou  and  thy  child- 
ren, with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul ; 
that  then  the  Lord  thy  God  will  turn  thy  capti- 
vity, and  have  compassion  upon  thee,  and  will 
return  and  gather  thee  from  all  the  nations, 
whither  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  scattered  thee  . 
If  any  of  thine  be  driven  out  unto  the  utmost 
parts  of  heaven,  from  thence  will  the  Lord  thy 
God  gather  thee,  and  from  thence  will  He  fetch 
thee :  And  the  Lord  thy  God  will  bring  thee 
into  the  land  which  thy  fathers  possessed,  and 
thou  shalt  possess  it  ;  and  He  will  do  thee  good, 
and  multiply  thee  above  thy  fathers.  And  the 
Lord  thy  God  will  circumcise  thine  heart,  and 
the  heart  of  thy  seed,  to  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul, 
that  thou  mayest  live.  And  the  Lord  thy  God 
will  put  all  these  curses  upon  thine  enemies,  and 
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on  them  that  hate  thee,  which  persecuted  thee. 
And  thou  shalt  return  and  obey  the  voice  of  the 
Lord,  and  do  all  His  commandments  which  1 
command  thee  this  day.  And  the  Lord  thy 
God  will  make  thee  plenteous  in  every  work  of 
thine  hand,  in  the  fruit  of  thy  body,  and  in  the 
fruit  of  thy  cattle,  and  in  the  fruit  of  thy  land, 
for  good  :  for  the  Lord  will  again  rejoice  over 
thee  for  good,  as  He  rejoiced  over  thy  fathers  : 
if  thou  shalt  hearken  unto  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  to  keep  His  commandments  and 
His  statutes  which  are  written  in  this  book  of 
the  law,  and  if  thou  turn  unto  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thine  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul. 
For  this  commandment  which  I  command 
thee  this  day,  it  is  not  hidden  from  thee, 
neither  is  it  far  off.  It  is  not  in  heaven, 
that  thou  shouldest  say,  '  Who  shall  go  up 
for  us  to  heaven,  and  bring  it  unto  us,  that 
we  may  hear  it,  and  do  it  ? '  Neither  is  it 
beyond  the  sea,  that  thou  shouldest  say,  'Who 
shall  go  over  the  sea  for  us,  and  bring  it  unto 
us,  that  we  may  hear  it  and  do  it?'  But  the  word 
is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  and 
in  thy  heart,  that  thou  mayest  do  it. 
"  'See,  I  have  set  before  thee  this  day  life  and 
good,  and  death  and  evil ;  in  that  I  com- 
mand thee  this  day  to  love  the  Lord  thy 
God,  to  walk  in  His  ways,  and  to  keep 
His  commandments  and  His  statutes  and 
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His  judgments,  that  thou  mayest  live  and 
multiply :  and  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  bless 
thee  in  the  land  whither  thou  goest  to  possess 
it.  But  if  thine  heart  turn  away,  so  that 
thou  wilt  not  hear,  but  shalt  be  drawn  away 
and  worship  other  gods,  and  serve  them , 
I  denounce  unto  you  this  day,  that  ye  shall 
surely  perish,  and  that  ye  shall  not  prolong 
your  days  upon  the  land,  wither  thou  pass- 
est  over  to  Jordan  possess  it.'  "  Deut.  xxx.  1-18. 
Moses  concluded  this  solemn  exhortation 
with  these  words  : — "  '  I  call  heaven  and  earth 
to  record  this  day  against  you,  that  I  have  set 
before  you  life  and  death,  blessing  and  cursing  •. 
therefore  choose  life,  that  both  thou  and  thy  seed 
may  live  :  that  thou  mayest  love  the  Lord  thy 
God,  and  that  thou  mayest  obey  His  voice,  and 
that  thou  mayest  cleave  unto  Him  :  for  He  is  thy 
life,  and  the  length  of  thy  days :  that  thou 
mayest  dwell  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  sware 
unto  thy  fathers,  to  Abraham,  to  Isaac,  and 
to  Jacob,  to  give  them.' '  Dent.  xxx. 

The  -whole  of  the  book  of  Deuteronomy  should  be  carefully  read  from 
the  Holy   Scriptures,  as  only  portions  have  here  been  quoted. 


CHAPTER  X 

ISRAEL'S   FUTURE   HISTORY 

REVEALED    TO    MOSES. 


Before  Moses  ascended  Mount  Nebo  to  get 

& 

a  distant  glimpse  of  the  land  promised  to 
Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  God  gave  him  a 
wonderful  revelation  into  the  future  history  of 
Israel. 

Moses  was  clearly  shown  that  both  the  bless- 
ings and  the  curses  should  be  worked  out  in  the 
descendants  of  the  people,  who  had  heard  God's 
voice  speaking  to  them  from  Mount  Sinai,  and 
who  had  then  entered  into  that  Covenant  say- 
ing, ''All  the  words  that  the  Lord  had  spoken 
we  will  do." — and  whose  offspring  had  so  recently 
renewed  that  Covenant  with  the  Lord  on  the 
plains  of  Moab. 

In  connection  with  the  near  future,  God 
shewed  Moses,  that  Joshua  should  lead  the  people 
into  the  land  and  cause  them  to  inherit  it ; 
and  when  Moses  had  delivered  to  the  Levites,  who 
bare  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant,  the  book  of  the  law, 
with  the  solemn  charge  that  it  should  be  read 
in  the  hearing  of  all  the  people  every  seven 
years,  that  both  they  and  their  children  might 
learn,  and  fear  the  Lord  their  God  to  do  all  the 
words  that  were  written  therein,  "  God  called  him 
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and  Joshua  apart :  and  in  the  Tabernacle  of 
the  congregation,  Moses  was  again  given  a 
clear  vision  of  the  inability;  and  even  want  of 
desire  of  the  people  to  fulfil  this  law  of  right- 
eousness. This  vision  ended  with  the  command 
to  write  a  "  Song,"  which  was  to  be  kept  as  a 
witness  against  Israel. 

"  The  Lord  appeared  in  the  Tabernacle 
in  a  pillar  of  cloud  :  and  the  pillar  of  the  cloud 
stood  over  the  door  of  the  Tabernacle.  And 
the  Lord  said  unto  Moses, '  Behold,  thou  shalt 
sleep  with  thy  fathers ;  and  this  people  will 
rise  up,  and  go  a  whoring  after  the  gods  of 
the  strangers  of  the  land,  whither  they  go  to 
be  among  them,  and  will  forsake  Me,  and 
break  My  covenant  which  I  have  made  with 
them.  Then  My  anger  shall  be  kindled  against 
them  in  that  day,  and  I  will  forsake  them,  and 
I  will  hide  My  face  from  them,  and  they  shall 
be  devoured,  and  many  evils  and  troubles  shall 
befall  them ;  so  that  they  will  say  in  that  day, 
Are  not  these  evils  come  upon  us,  because 
our  God  is  not  among  us  ?  And  I  will 
surely  hide  My  face  in  that  day  for  all  the 
evils  which  they  shall  have  wrought,  in  that 
they  are  turned  unto  other  gods.  Now, 
therefore  write  ye  this  song  for  you,  and  teach 
it  the  children  of  Israel :  put  it  in  their 
mouths,  that  this  song  may  be  a  witness  for  Me 
against  the  children  of  Israel.  For  when  I 
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shall  have  brought  them  into  the  land  which 
I  sware  unto  their  fathers,  that  floweth  with 
milk  and  honey ;  and  they  shall  have  eaten 
and  filled  themselves,  and  waxen  fat ;  then 
will  they  turn  unto  other  gods,  and  serve 
them,  and  provoke  Me,  and  break  My  covenant. 
And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  when  many  evils 
and  troubles  are  befallen  them,  that  this  song 
shall  testify  against  them  as  a  witness;  for  it 
shall  not  be  forgotten  out  of  the  mouths  of 
their  seed  :  for  I  know  their  imagination 
which  they  go  about,  even  now,  before  I  have 
brought  them  unto  the  land  which  (  sware." 

Moses  therefore  wrote  this  song   the  same 
day,  and    taught    it    to  the   children    of    Israel. 

THE      SONG      THAT      WAS     TO      WITNESS 
AGAINST       ISRAEL.* 

"  Give  ear,   ye  heavens,  and  I  will  speak  ; 

And    let    the  earth     hear    the     words    of     My 

mouth  : 

My  doctrine  shall  drop  as  the  rain, 
My  speech  shall  distil  as  the  dew ; 
As  the   small  rain   upon    the  tender  grass, 
And  as  the   showers   upon   the  herb : 
For  I    will    proclaim   the    name   of  the    LORD: 
Ascribe  ye    greatness   unto    our    God. 
The    Rock,    His    work   is    perfect ; 
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For   all    His    ways    are    judgment : 

A    God    of    faithfulness    and'  without   iniquity, 

Just   and   right    is    He. 

They    have  dealt     corruptly    with     Him,    they 

are    not    His    children,    it    is    their    blemish  ; 
They  are  a  perverse  and  crooked  generation. 
Do   ye   thus  requite  the   LORD, 
O    foolish  people    and    unwise  ? 
Is  not   He   thy  Father  that   hath  bought   thee  ? 
He    hath   made  thee,  and    established  thee. 
Remember  the   days   of  old, 
Consider  the  years  of   many   generations: 
Ask  thy  father,   and  he  will  shew  thee ; 
Thine    elders,   and    they    will    tell    thee. 
When  the  Most  High  gave  to  the  nations   their 

inheritance, 

When    He   separated  the    children    of    men, 
He    set  the    bounds    of   the    peoples 
According    to  the  number  of    the  children    of 

Israel. 

For   the   LORD'S    portion    is    His    people ; 
Jacob    is    the    lot   of   His    inheritance. 
He    found   him  in  a    desert    land, 
And  in   the   waste   howling  wilderness ; 
He  compassed  him  about,   He    cared    for    him, 
He    kept    him   as    the   apple    of   His    eye : 
As    an    eagle    that   stirreth    up    her    nest, 
That     fluttereth    over  her  young, 
He  spread  abroad  His   wings,    He    took    them, 
He    bare   them    on    His    pinions; 
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The    LORD    alone    did    lead   him, 

And    there    was    no   strange  god   with    him. 

He  made  him  ride  on  the  high  places  of 
the  earth, 

And    he    did    eat    the    increase    of    the    field , 

And  He  made  him  to  suck  honey  out  of  the  rock, 

And    oil   out    of    the    flinty    rock  ; 

Butter   of   kine,  and   milk   of   sheep, 

With   fat    of    lambs, 

And  rams  of  the   breed   of  Bashan,   and   goats, 

With   the   fat  of  kidneys   of  wheat ; 

And  of  the  blood  of  the  grape  thou  drankest 
wine. 

But  Jeshurun  waxed   fat,  and  kicked : 

Thou  art  waxen  fat,  thou  art  grown  thick,  thou 
art  become  sleek : 

Then  he  forsook   God  which    made    him, 

And  lightly  esteemed  the  Rock  of  his  salvation. 

They  moved  Him  to  jealousy  with  strange 
gods, 

With  abominations  provoked  they  Him  to  anger. 

They  sacrificed  unto  demons,  which  were  no 
God, 

To   gods    whom    they   knew    not, 

To  new  gods    that    came    up    of   late, 

Whom   your   fathers    dreaded    not. 

Of  the  Rock  that  begat  thee  thou  art  un- 
mindful, 

And  hast  forgotten   God   that  gave  thee   birth. 

And    the    LORD    saw    it,    and  abhorred  them, 
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Because    of  the  provocation   of   His    sons  and 

His    daughters. 

And  He  said,  I  will  hide  My  face  from  them, 
I  "will  see  what  their  end  shall  be  : 
For    they    are    a  very    froward    generation, 
Children  in  -whom  is  no  faith. 
They   have  moved   Me    to   jealousy    with    that 

which    is    not    God ; 
They   have    provoked  Me  to  anger  with    their 

vanities  : 
And  I  will  move  them    to   jealousy    with    those 

which    are    not    a    people ; 
I    will    provoke    them  to  anger  with  a    foolish 

nation. 

For  a    fire   is    kindled    in   Mine    anger, 
And    burneth    unto  the  lowest   pit, 
And    devoureth   the   earth    with  her  increase, 
And   setteth    on    fire    the  foundations     of     the 

mountains. 

I  will    heap    mischiefs    upon    them ; 
I    will    spend    Mine     arrows    upon    them : 
They  shall  be  wasted  with  hunger,  and  devoured 

with  burning  heat 
And    bitter    destruction : 

And  the  teeth  of  beasts  will  I  send   upon  them, 
With  the  poison  of  crawling  things  of  the    dust. 
Without  shall  the    sword  bereave, 
And  in    the    chambers   terror  ; 
It  shall    destroy  both  young    man    and    virgin, 
The    suckling   with    the  man    of  gray  hairs. 
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I    said,   I   would    scatter  them    afar, 

I   would   make  the  remembrance    of    them     to 

cease  from    among  men : 
Were  it  not  that  I  feared  the  provocation  of  the 

enemy, 

Lest  their   adversaries   should    misdeem, 
Lest,    they  should  say,   Our   hand    is    exalted, 
And  the   LORD   hath   not   done  all    this. 
For  they  are   a  nation   void  of    counsel, 
And  there  is  no  understanding  in  them. 
Oh  that  they  were  wise,  that  they  understood 

this, 

That    they  would    consider    their  latter   end  ! 
How   should  one   chase  a   thousand, 
And   two  put    ten  thousand    to  flight, 
Except   their  Rock   had    sold   them, 
And  the  LORD  had   delivered    them  up  ? 
For   their  rock    is    not    as    our    Rock, 
Even  our    enemies    themselves   being   judges. 
For  their  vine   is   of   the   vine    of    Sodom, 
And  of    the    fields   of    Gomorrah : 
Their  grapes    are   grapes    of  gall, 
Their    clusters   are     bitter : 
Their   wine    is   the    poison  of  dragons, 
And  the   cruel  venom  of  asps. 
Is    not    this    laid  up  in    store  with   Me, 
Sealed   up  among   My   treasures  ? 
Vengeance    is    Mine,  and    recompence ; 
At    the  time    when  their    foot    shall   slide ; 
For   the    day    of  their   calamity    is    at    hand, 
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And  the  things  that    are    to    come    upon  them 

shall    make  haste. 

For  the  Lord  shall  judge  His  people, 
And  repent  Himself  for  His  servants  ; 
When  He  seeth  that  their  power  is  gone, 
And  there  is  none  remaining,   shut  up    or  left 

at  large. 

And  He    shall    say,    Where    are  their    gods, 
The  rock  in  which   they    trusted ; 
Which  did   eat    the  fat  of  their  sacrifices, 
And  drank  the  wine  of  their  drink  offering? 
Let   them   rise  up    and    help    you, 
Let    them  be   your    protection. 
See    now  that   /,    even  I ,   am  He, 
And  there  is  no  god  with  Me  \ 
I  kill,  and    I   make  alive ; 
I    have  wounded,    and    I    heal : 
And    there    is   none  that    can    deliver    out     of 

My  hand. 

For  I  lift    up    My  hand  to    heaven, 
And  say,  As  I  live  for  ever, 
If  I  whet  My   glittering  sword, 
And  Mine  hand  take  hold  on  judgment ; 
I  will  render  vengeance  to  Mine  adversaries, 
And  will  recompense  them  that  hate  Me. 
I  will  make  Mine  arrows  drunk  with  blood, 
And   My  sword  shall    devour   flesh ; 
With  the  blood  of  the  slain  and  the  captives, 
From  the  head  of  the  leaders  of  the  enemy, 
"Rejoice,  Oye  nations,  with  His  people- 
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For  He  will  avenge  the  blood  of  His  servants, 
And  will  render  vengeance  to  His  adversaries, 
And  will  make  expiation  for  His  land,  for  His 

people.' " 
Deut.  xxxii.    1-43.  (Revised   Version.} 

Does  not  this  seem  to  show  that  this 
people  were  to  learn  by  their  failures,  what 
God  really  meant,  when  He  set  them  apart 
to  be  an  holy  nation :  that  God  desired  to 
make  them  understand,  that  it  is  His  Spirit 
alone  in  men,  that  can  fulfil  His  Holy  will : 
to  point  them  also  to  the  time  when  Christ 
should  come,  who  is  God  and  man,  and 
who  alone  could  fully  keep  these  Covenants. 

The  subsequent  History  of  the  children 
of  Israel  depicts  the  fulfilment  of  these  predic- 
tions. By  studying  the  books  of  the  Bible, 
it  can  be  seen  how  little  by  little  the  people 
as  a  Nation  began  to  forsake  God  and  His 
statutes,  and  how  one  curse  after  another 
fell  upon  them  and  their  children — until  to- 
day— the  prophecy  stands  fulfilled  that  the 
descendants  of  the  Covenant  people  are 
wanderers  among  the  Nations  whither  the  Lord 
£heir  God  has  driven  them. 

Those,  however,  who  really  followed  the 
Lord,  and  "  by  faith"  relied  on  His  covenant 
promises,  were  permitted  "to  joy  in  the  Lord  " 
and  keep  the  light  of  life  before  the  people 
all  through  the  centuries,  until  Christ  Himself 
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came  in  the  form  of  a  man  to  fulfil  the  demands 
of  the  law  in  His  own  Person,  and  made 
atonement  for  the  sin  of  the  world. 

In  accordance  with  prophecy  also,  many 
await  the  time  when  the  decendants  of  Jacob 
shall  again  be  restored  to  their  own  land,  and 
"  all  Israel  shall  be  saved."  Rom.  xi.  26.* 

*For  I  would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  should  be  ignorant  of  this  mystery ;... 
that  blindness  in  part  is  happened  to  Israel,  until  the  fulness  of  the  Gentiles 
be  come  in.  And  so  all  Israel  shall  be  saved  :  as  it  is  written,  There  shall 
come  out  of  Sion  the  Deliverer,  and  shall  tnrn  away  ungodliness  from  Jacob  : 
for  this  is  my  Covenant  unto  them,  when  I  shall  take  away  their  eins.  Horn. 
xi.  26-27.  See  also  Isa.  lix.  20.,  Jer.  xxxi.  31-31. 


CHAPTER    X. 

LIFE    AND    LAND. 


The  Song  ended,  Moses  again  gave  this 
solemn  injunction  to  all  Israel :  "  Set  your  hearts 
unto  all  the  words  which  I  testify  among  you  this 
day,  which  ye  shall  command  your  children  to  ob- 
serve to  do,  all  the  words  of  this  law.  For  it  is  not 
a  vain  thing  for  you ;  because  it  is  your  life : 
and  through  this  thing  ye  shall  prolong  your 
days  in  the  land,  whither  ye  go  over  Jordan  to 
possess  it." 

Then,  giving  his  blessing  to  the  twelve 
tribes,  with  this  note  of  triumph  on  his  lips, 
Moses  parted  from  Israel  :— 

"  There  is  none  like  unto  God,  O  Jeshurun, 

Who  rideth  upon    the    heaven  for  thy  help, 

And  in   His  excellency    on    the    skies. 

The  eternal  God  is  thy  dwelling  place, 

And  underneath  are  the  everlasting  arms  : 

And  He  thrusts  out  the  enemy  from  before  thee  ; 

And   says,   Destroy ! 

And   Israel  dwells  in  safety, 

The    fountain    of    Jacob  alone ; 

In  a  land  of  corn    and    wine  ; 

Yea,   His  heavens  drop  down  dew. 
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Happy  art  thou,   O   Israel , 

Who  is  like  unto  thee,  a  people  saved    by    the 

Lord, 

The    shield    of    thy    help, 
And  that  is  the  sword   of  thy  excellency  ! 
And    thine    enemies    shall    submit    themselves 

unto    thee  ; 

And  thou  shalt  tread  upon  their  high  places." 
Dent,  xxxiii.    26-29. 


CHAPTER    XI. 

ENTRANCE  INTO  CANAAN. 

THE    ARK    OF    THE    COVENANT. 


The  waters  of  Jordan,  which  separated 
the  Israelites  from  the  land  of  promise,  was 
the  place  the  Lord  first  chose  after  the  death  of 
Moses  for  the  manifestation  of  His  supreme 
power ;  and  this  manifestation,  the  Lord  said,  was 
given  as  a  sign  that  the  Israelites  might  know 
that  "the  living  God  was  among  them,  and 
that  He  would  without  fail  drive  out  from 
before  them  the  Canaanites,  and  the  Hittites, 
and  the  Hivites,  and  the  Perizzites,  and  the 
Girgashites,  and  the  Amorites,  and  the  Jebu- 
sites  :"  and  that  as  He  had  been  with  Moses, 
so  He  would  be  with  Joshua. 

ENTRANCE    INTO    THE    PROMISED    LAND. 
"THE  ARK    OF    THE    COVENANT    OF  THE   LOUD  OF   AT,L    THE  EARTH 

I'ASSETH    OVER    BEFORE    YOU    INTO    JORDAN."    JosllUd    Hi.  11. 

The  Ark  of  the  Covenant  was  to  make 
the  way — to  open  the  door — to  be  the  key  of 
the  entrance  into  the  promised  land. 

After  the  people  had  sanctified  themselves, 
the  priests  that  bare  the  '  Ark  of  the  Covenant ' 
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were    commanded     to    pass     over    before    the 
children  of  Israel  into  Jordan. 

As  soon  as  the  soles  of  the  feet  of  the  priests 
that  bare  the  Ark  of  the  Lord,  the  Lord  of  all  the 
earth,  rested  in  the  waters  of  Jordan,  the  waters 
stood  upon  an  heap.  "The  priests  that  bare  the 
ark  of  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord  stood  firm  on 
dry  ground  in  the  midst  of  Jordan," — between 
the  wilderness  and  Canaan  and  remained  there 
making  an  open  door,— until  all  Israel  had 
crossed  over,  then  the  door  was  closed. 

"  It  came  to  pass,  when  the  priests  that  bare 
the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord  were  come 
up  out  of  the  midst  of  Jordan,  and  the  soles  of 
the  priests'  feet  were  lifted  up  unto  the  dry 
land,  that  the  waters  of  Jordan  returned  unto 
their  place,  and  flowed  over  all  his  banks,  as 
they  did  before." 

Thus  Israel  entered  into  the  land  promised 
to  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob. 

Memorial  stones  were  set  up  both  in  the 
midst  of  Jordan,  where  the  feet  of  the  priests 
that  bare  the  Ark  of  the  Lord  had  stood ;  and 
also  twelve  stones  taken  from  Jordan  were 
pitched  in  Gilgal  for  a  lasting  witness,  that 
in  like  manner  as  the  Lord  had  led  the  Israel- 
ites through  the  Red  Sea,  so  here  Israel  had 
come  "  over  Jordan  "  on  dry  land. 

It  is  stated  also  that  these  stones  were 
erected,  that  "  all  the  people  of  the  earth  might 
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know  that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  is  mighty,"  and 
that  "  Israel  might  fear  the  Lord  their  God  for 
ever." 

After  this  wonderful  entrance  into  Canaan, 
God  still  continued  to  lead  the  Israelites,  "  re- 
vealing Himself  in  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant." 
At  Jericho,  the  walls  were  overthrown  when 
the  Ark  had  compassed  the  city  seven  times ; 
and  when  the  Israelites  were  smitten  at  Ai, 
it  was  before  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  that 
Joshua  went  to  plead  with  God  and  the  sin 
was  revealed.  The  Ark  was  in  the  midst  of 
Israel,  when  the  words  of  the  law  were  being 
written  by  Joshua  on  Mount  Ebal  and  Gerizim ; 
and  later  when  they  were  publicly  read  before 
all  the  people.  After  the  victories  of  Joshua  over 
the  many  kings,  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant 
ultimately  found  a  resting  place  at  Shiloh, 
and  there  the  people  erected  the  '  tabernacle  of 
the  congregation/  The  land  also  was  subdued 
before  Israel  although  seven  of  the  tribes  had 
yet  to  receive  their  inheritence.  Joshua  xviii. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  COVENANT  AT  SHECHEM. 

OR 

JOSHUA'S    COVENANT. 


The  next  covenant  that  is  mentioned  in 
the  Holy  Scriptures  is  the  one  between 
Joshua  and  the  people  at  Shechem. 

Before  his  death  God  revealed  to  him, 
as  to  Moses,  the  coming  doom  of  Israel, 
In  his  parting  exhortation,  he  specially  pleaded 
with  them,  to  <(  love  the  Lord  their  God  ;"  and 
not  to  go  back,  or  cleave  to  the  remnant  of 
the  nations  which  still  remained,  nor  to  inter- 
marry with  them.  If  they  did,  he  said : — 
"  Know  for  a  certainty  that  the  Lord  your 
Godwil/ no  more  drive  out  any  of  these  nations 
from  before  you  ;  but  they  shall  be  snares  and 
traps  unto  you,  and  scourges  in  your  sides, 
and  thorns  in  your  eyes,  until  ye  perish  from 
off  this  good  land  which  the  Lord  your  God 
hath  given  you.  And,  behold,  this  day  I  am 
going  the  way  of  all  the  earth  :  and  ye  know 
in  all  your  hearts  and  in  all  your  souls,  that 
not  one  thing  hath  failed  of  all  the  good  things 
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which  the  Lord  your  God  spake  concerning 
you ;  all  are  come  to  pass  unto  you,  and  not 
one  thing  hath  failed  thereof.  Therefore  it 
shall  come  to  pass,  that  as  all  good  things 
are  come  upon  you,  which  the  Lord  your  God 
promised  you ;  so  shall  the  Lord  bring  upon 
you  all  evil  things,  until  He  have  destroyed 
you  from  off  this  good  land  which  the  Lord 
your  God  hath  given  you.  When  ye  have  trans- 
gressed the  covenant  of  the  Lord  your  God, 
which  He  commanded  you,  and  have  gone 
and  served  other  gods,  and  bowed  yourselves 
to  them  ;  then  shall  the  anger  of  the  Lord  be 
kindled  against  you,  and  ye  shall  perish  quickly 
fromoff  the  good  land  which  He  hath  given  unto 
you" 

Then,  to  all  the  tribes  of  Israel  gathered 
at  Shechem,  (after  the  elders  of  Israel,  their 
heads,  their  judges  and  their  officers,  had 
presented  themselves  before  God,)  Joshua  re- 
capitulated the  wonderful  works  that  God  had 
wrought  from  the  time,  He  chose  Abraham; 
and  concluded  by  calling  on  the  people  to 
renew  the  Covenant  which  existed  between 
the  Lord  and  them,  saying: — " 'Now  therefore 
fear  the  Lord,  and  serve  Him  in  sincerity  and 
in  truth  :  and  put  away  the  gods  which  your 
fathers  served  on  the  other  side  of  the  flood, 
and  in  Egypt ;  and  serve  ye  the  Lord.  And 
if  it  seem  evil  unto  you  to  serve  the  Lord, 
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choose  you  this  day  whom  ye  will  serve ; 
whether  the  gods  which  your  fathers  served 
that  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  flood,  or 
the  gods  of  the  Amorites,  in  whose  land  ye 
dwell :  but  as  for  me  and  my  house,  we  will 
serve  the  Lord.'  And  the  people  answered 
and  said,  (  God  forbid  that  we  should  forsake 
the  Lord,  to  serve  other  gods  ,  for  the  Lord 
our  God,  He  it  is  that  brought  us  up  and 
our  fathers  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  from 
the  house  of  bondage,  and  which  did  those 
great  signs  in  our  sight,  and  preserved  us  in 
all  the  way  wherein  we  went,  and  among  all 
the  people  through  whom  we  passed  :  And 
the  Lord  drave  out  from  before  us  all  the 
people,  even  the  Amorites  which  dwelt  in  the 
land :  therefore  we  will  also  serve  the  Lord  ; 
for  He  is  our  God/  And  Joshua  said  unto 
the  people,  '  Ye  cannot  serve  the  Lord  :  for 
He  is  an  Holy  God  ;  He  is  a  jealous  God ; 
He  will  not  forgive  your  transgressions  nor  your 
sins.  If  ye  forsake  the  Lord,  and  serve  strange 
gods,  then  He  will  turn  and  do  you  hurt,  and 
consume  you,  after  that  He  hath  done  you 
good.' 

"  And  the  people  said  unto  Joshua,  '  Nay  ; 
but  we  will  serve  the  Lord.' 

"  And  Joshua  said  unto  the  people,  '  Ye 
are  witnesses  against  yourselves  that  ye  have 
chosen  you  the  Lord  to  serve  Him.' 
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"  And  they  said,   '  We  are  witnesses.' 

"  '  Now  therefore  put  away,'  said  he,  '  the 
strange  gods  which  are  among  you,  and 
incline  your  heart  unto  the  Lord  God  of  Israel.' 

"And  the  people  said  unto  Joshua,  'The 
Lord  our  God  will  we  serve,  and  His  voice  will 
we  obey.' 

"  So  Joshua  made  a  covenant  with  the 
people  that  day,  and  set  them  a  statute  and  an 
ordinance  in  Shechem.  And  Joshua  wrote 
these  words  in  the  book  of  the  law  of  God, 
and  took  a  great  stone,  and  set  it  up  there 
under  an  oak,  that  was  by  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Lord.  And  Joshua  said  unto  all  the  people, 
'  Behold,  this  stone  shall  be  a  witness  unto 
us ;  for  it  hath  heard  all  the  words  of  the 
Lord  which  He  spake  unto  us ;  it  shall  be 
therefore  a  witness  unto  you,  lest  ye  deny 
your  God.' '  Joshua  xxiii-xxiv. 


CHAPTER    XIII. 

THE    COVENANT    BROKEN. 


The  next  decade  in  the  history  of  Israel 
may  briefly  be  said  to  be  a  record  of  how 
the  people  disannuled  their  part  of  the  Covenant. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Israelites  served 
the  Lord  all  the  days  of  Joshua,  and  all 
the  days  of  the  "elders"  that  outlived  Joshua, 
who  had  seen  the  great  works  the  Lord 
had  done  for  Israel :  then  there  arose  another 
generation  after  them  which  knew  not  the 
Lord  nor  the  works  which  He  had  done  for 
Israel,  and  this  generation  fell  away  from 
the  laws  of  the  Lord. 

The  first  recorded  sin  of  Israel  at  this 
period  seems  to  have  been  that  they  did 
not  drive  out  the  inhabitants  of  the  land, 
but  instead  made  a  league  with  them. 

The  house  of  Joseph  transgressed  in  this 
way :  for  although  the  Lord  was  with  them, 
when  they  went  up  against  Bethel,  they 
allowed  one  of  the  inhabitants  to  escape, 
and  he  went  to  the  land  of  the  Hittites  and 
built  a  city.  The  narrative  goes  on  to  say  :— 
Neither  did  Manasseh  drive  out  the  inhabitants. 

(verse  27) 
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Neither  did  Ephraim  drive  out    the    Canaanites. 

(verse   29) 
Neither  did  Zebulon   drive  out   the  inhabitants. 

(verse  30) 
Neither  did  Asher  drive  out  the  inhabitants. 

(verse  31) 
Neither  did  Naphtali  drive  out   the   inhabitants. 

(verse  33) 

And  the  Amorites  forced    the    children    of  Dan 
into    the    mountains."  Judges  i. 

An  angel  was  specially  sent  to  rebuke 
Israel  for  their  infidelity  to  the  conditions 
of  the  Covenant  they  had  entered  into  with 
the  Lord  their  God.  "An  angel  of  the 
Lord  came  up  from  Gilgal  to  Bochim, 
and  said,  '  I  made  you  to  go  up  out  of 
Egypt,  and  have  brought  you  unto  the  land 
which  I  sware  unto  your  fathers  ;  and  I  said, 
"  1  will  never  break  My  Covenant  with  you. 
And  ye  shall  make  no  league  with  the  inhabitants 
of  this  land ;  ye  shall  throw  down  their  altars ; 
but  ye  have  not  obeyed  My  voice :  why 
have  ye  done  this?  Wherefore  I  also  said, 
I  will  not  drive  them  out  from  before  you ; 
but  they  shall  be  as  thorns  in  your  sides,  and 
their  gods  shall  be  a  snare  unto  you." 

"And  it  came  to  pass  when  the  angel  of  the 
Lord  spake  these  words  unto  all  Israel,  that 
the  people  lifted  up  their  voice,  and  wept, 
and  they  called  the  name  of  that  place 
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Bochim  :    and   they   sacrificed    there    unto    the 
Lord." 

This  warning  was  not  long  remembered 
however,  for  soon  Israel  commenced  to  worship 
Baalim  and  the  other  gods  of  the  heathen. 
They  intermarried  with  the  inhabitants  of  the 
land,  and  "  forgot  the  Lord  their  God  who  had 
brought  them  out  of  Egypt."  Then  the  curses 
which  had  been  foretold  commenced  to  fall 
upon  Israel.  The  Lord  delivered  them  into 
the  "  hands  of  spoilers  that  spoiled  them." 

Time  after  time,  in  the  book  of  Judges 
it  is  recorded  that  for  their  sins,  "the  Lord 
sold  them  into  the  hands  of  their  enemies." 

Time  after  time,  also,  God's  wonderful 
mercy  is  shown  forth. 

"  For  when  the  children  of  Israel  cried 
unto  the  Lord  in  their  distress,  He  raised 
up  a  deliverer,  one  of  the  judges,  who  de- 
livered them  out  of  the  power  of  their  enemies. 
When  the  judge  was  dead,  however,  the  people 
returned  to  their  old  sins,  and  u  corrupted 
themselves  more  than  their  fathers,"  and 
the  anger  of  the  Lord  was  so  kindled  against 
them  that  He  said : — "  Because  that  this 
people  hath  transgressed  My  Covenant  which 
I  commanded  their  fathers,  and  have  not 
hearkened  unto  My  voice  :  /  also  will  not 
henceforth  drive  out  any  from  before  them 
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of  the  nations  which  Joshua  left  when  he 
died." 

The  last  verse  of  the  book  of  Judges 
reveals  how  three  or  four  hundred  years  after 
the  influence  of  Joshua  had -been  removed, 
God  was  forgotten  by  the  Nation  whom  He 
had  redeemed,  and  how  His  laws,  statutes 
and  judgments  were  set  at  naught. 

"There  was  no  king  in  Israel:  "every 
man  did  that  which  was  right  in  his  own 
eyes." 

These  few  words  reveal  to  what  depths 
Israel  had  fallen. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

THE    COVENANT     WITH    DAVID. 


Reviewing  the  Everlasting  Covenant  made 
to  Abraham,  it  has  been  shown  that  the  pro- 
mises were  now  being  fulfilled  : — 

That  Abraham's  posterity  should  become 
a  great  nation  ;  and  that  Canaan  should  be 
their  inheritance.  It  has  also  been  shown  that 
it  was  Israel's  neglect  of  the  conditions  given 
in  Mount  Sinai,  that  prevented  their  enemies 
from  being  entirely  driven  from  the  land  : 

The  promise  that  "  kings  should  come 
from  him,"  was*  now  to  be  accomplihsed,  and  the 
everlasting  character  of  this  Covenant  was  to 
to  be  again  confirmed.  As  many  know,  the 
Israelites  became  desirous  of  copying  the 
customs  of  the  surrounding  nations  by  having 
a  temporal  king  to  rule  over  them.  Although 
the  Lord  plainly  showed  to  Samuel  the  real 
significance  of  this  request,  saying  :  "  They  have 
not  rejected  thee,  but  they  have  rejected  Me, 
that  I  should  reign  over  them.  2  Sam.  viii.  7, 
yet  He  granted  their  desire,  and  first  gave 
them  Saul  the  son  of  Kish ;  but  afterwards 
David  was  chosen,  "a  man  after  God's  own 
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heart."  To  him,  and  through  him,  and  through 
his  seed,  God  graciously  promised  to  continue 
the  Everlasting  Covenant  given  to  Abraham, 
to  Isaac,  and  to  Jacob.  This  Covenant  is 
recorded  in  Psalm  Ixxxix. 

The  Lord  said,  "  /  have  made  a  Covenant 
with  My  chosen,  I  have  sworn  unto  David  My 
servant,  (Thy  seed  will  I  establish  for  ever,  and 
build  up  thy  throne  to  all  generations'  . .  .  ''Also  I 
will  make  him  My  firstborn,  higher  than  the 
kings  of  the  earth.  My  mercy  will  I  keep  for 
him  for  evermore,  and  My  Covenant  shall  stand 
fast  with  him.  His  seed  also  will  I  make  to 
endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  as  the  days  of 
heaven.  If  his  children  forsake  My  law,  and 
walk  not  in  My  judgments  ;  if  they  break  My 
statutes,  and  keep  not  My  commandments ; 
then  will  I  visit  their  transgression  with  the 
rod,  and  their  iniquity  with  stripes.  Neverthe- 
less My  lovingkindness  will  I  not  utterly  take 
from  him,  nor  suffer  My  faithfulness  to  fail. 
My  Covenant  will  I  not  break,  nor  alter  the 
thing  that  is  gone  out  of  My  lips.  Once  I  have 
sworn  by  My  Holiness  that  I  will  not  he  unto 
David.  His  seed  shall  endure  for  ever,  and 
his  throne  as  the  sun  before  Me.  ft  shall  be 
established  for  ever  as  the  moon,  and  as  a  faith- 
ful witness  in  heaven?  "  Psa.  Ixxxix.  3-4  ;  27-36. 
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DAVID,  AND  THE  ARK  OF  THE  COVENANT. 

From  the  time  of  Joshua,  the  Ark  of 
the  Covenant  of  the  Lord  had  remained  peace- 
fully at  Shiloh,  until  the  days  of  Eli  and 
Samuel.  Then  the  Israelites,  hard  pressed  by 
the  Philistines,  without  the  Lord's  authority, 
fetched  it  from  Shiloh,  and  brought  it  into 
the  battle,  in  the  hope  that  it  might  save 
them  from  their  enemies. 

God  permitted  it  to  be  taken  by  the 
heathen,  and  for  a  time  the  "  glory  departed 
from  Israel." 

The  Philistines  however  were  so  harassed, 
by  the  Lord's  indwelling  power  in  the  Ark, 
that  they  were  thankful  to  return  it  to  "  the 
chosen  people."  Further  disobedience  caused 
the  death  of  the  men  of  Beth-shemesh, 
and  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  was  lodged  in 
the  house  of  Abinadab  at  Kirjath-jearim,  and 
Israel  was  left  to  "lament  after  the  Lord" 
until  "  David  brought  the  Ark  to  Zion." 

After  its  restoration,  it  was  David's  great 
wish  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  build  "  an 
house  for  the  Ark  of  God,"  instead  of  allowing 
it  longer  "to  dwell  within  curtains." 

The  request  was  not  granted — except 
to  the  extent  of  gathering  together  the 
material  for  this  great  work :  but  it  was  at 
this  time,  that  God  spake  these  words  of 
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promise  to  him  through  Nathan  the  prophet  :— 

"  When  thy  days  be  fulfilled,  and  thou 
shalt  sleep  with  thy  fathers,  I  will  set  up 
thy  seed  after  thee,  which  shall  proceed  out 
of  thy  bowels,  and  I  will  establish  his 
kingdom — He  shall  build  an  house  for  My 
name,  and  I  shall  stablish  the  throne  of 
his  kingdom  for  ever.  I  will  be  his  Father 
and  he  shall  be  My  son.  If  he  commit 
iniquity,  1  will  chasten  him  with  the  rod  of 
men,  and  with  the  stripes  of  the  children 
of  men :  but  My  mercy  shall  not  depart 
away  from  him,  as  I  took  it  from  Saul, 
whom  I  put  away  before  thee.  And  thine 
house  and  thy  kingdom  shall  be  established 
for  ever  before  thee :  thy  throne  shall  be 
established  for  ever."  2  Sam.  vii.  12-16. 

The  last  words  of  David,  breathe  this 
same  promise,  and  show  that  he  was  quite 
certain  of  the  Covenant  blessing. 

"  The    Spirit    of    the   Lord    spake    by    me 

— and     His     word    was    in    my    tongue 

Although  my  house  be  not  so  with  God  ; 
yet  He  hath  made  with  me  an  everlasting 
Covenant,  ordered  in  all  things  and  sure : 
for  this  is  all  my  SALVATION,  and  all  my 
desire,  although  He  make  it  not  to  grow." 
2  Sam.  xxiii.  2,  5. 


CHAPTER    XV. 

THE  COVENANT  WITH    SOLOMON. 

At  David's  request  that  he  might  build 
an  "  house  for  the  Lord :  the  Lord  promised 
that  he  would  bless  David  and  his  house  for 
ever — and  when  Solomon  had  fulfilled  this 
desire  of  David — and  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant, 
(containing  nothing  save  the  two  tables  of 
stone,  put  there  by  Moses  at  Horeb),  was 
brought  into  the  Holy  place — then  the  Lord 
showed  His  divine  approval.  The  "glory  of  the 
Lord  filled  the  house  of  the  Lord,"  so  that 
even  the  priests  could  not  stand  to  minister 
because  of  the  cloud. 

To  Solomon's  supplication :  "  Will  God 
indeed  dwell  on  earth  ?  "...The  Lord  in  answer 
spoke  directly  to  him,  and  announced  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  blessing  promised  to  David : 
conditional,  however, — for  Solomon  himself — 
for  the  people — and  even  in  connection  with  the 
house  for  the  Lord,  which  Solomon  had  built. 

"  The  Lord  said  unto  him, '  I  have  heard  thy 
prayer  and  thy  supplication,  that  thou  hast 
made  before  Me ;  I  have  hallowed  this  house, 
which  thou  hast  built,  to  put  My  name  there  for 
ever ;  and  Mine  eyes  and  Mine  heart  shall  be 
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there  perpetually.  And  if  thou  wilt  walk  before 
Me,  as  David  thy  father  walked,  in  integrity  of 
heart,  and  in  uprightness,  to  do  according  to  all 
that  I  have  commanded  thee,  and  wilt  keep  My 
statutes  and  My  judgments  :  then  I  will  estab- 
lish the  throne  of  thy  kingdom  for  ever,  as  I 
promised  to  David  thy  father,  saying,  There  shall 
not  fail  thee  a  man  upon  the  throne  of  Israel. 
But  if  ye  shall  at  all  turn  from  following  Me, 
ye  or  your  children,  and  will  not  keep  My 
commandments  and  My  statutes  which  I  have 
set  before  you,  but  go  and  serve  other  gods, 
and  worship  them:  then  will  I  cut  off  Israel 
out  of  the  land  which  I  have  given  them  ; 
and  this  house,  which  I  have  hallowed  for  My 
name,  will  I  cast  out  of  My  sight ;  and  Israel 
shall  be  a  proverb  and  a  byword  among  all 
people  : 

"  And  at  this  house,  which  is  high,  every 
one  that  passeth  by  it  shall  be  astonished, 
and  shall  hiss ;  and  they  shall  say,  Why  hath 
the  Lord  done  thus  unto  this  land,  and  to  this 
house  / 

"And  they  shall  answer,  'Because  they  for- 
sook the  Lord  their  God,  who  brought  forth 
their  fathers  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  and 
have  taken  hold  upon  other  gods,  and  have 
worshipped  them,  and  served  them  :  therefore 
hath  the  Lord  brought  upon  them  all  this 
evil.' '  i  Kings  ix.  3-9. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

DISOBEDIENCE  UNDER  THE    KINGS 
OF  ISRAEL. 

The  failure  of  the  people  of  Israel  to 
keep  the  Covenant  during  the  period  of  the 
Judges  has  been  clearly  shown — the  inability 
of  the  "  Kings "  to  rule  in  obedience  to  the 
laws  of  God,  has  now  to  be  briefly  portrayed. 

Idolatry  was  the  curse  both  of  Kings 
and  people.  Solomon,  starting  his  reign  with 
a  brilliant  prospect  before  him,  gradually  lost 
in  a  measure  his  blessing,  and  the  people  also 
came  under  the  Divine  displeasure.  The  record 
against  him,  and  his  subjects  stands  written  : 

"  They  have  forsaken  Me,  and  have  wor- 
shipped Ashtoreth  the  goddess  of  the  Zidon- 
ians,  Chemosh  the  god  of  the  Moabites,  and 
Milcom  the  god  of  the  children  of  Ammon, 
and  have  not  walked  in  My  ways,"  to  do  that 
which  is  right  in  Mine  eyes,  and  to  keep  My 
statutes  and  My  judgments,  as  did  David  his 
father."  i  Kings  xi.  33. 

This  disobedience  and  idolatry  of  Solomon 
led  to  the  division  of  the  Kingdom  after  his 
death,  and  ten  of  the  tribes  passed,  for  the 
time  being,  out  of  the  hand  of  the  seed  of 
David,  and  were  given  to  Jeroboam,  the  son 
of  Nebat,  and  one  tribe,  only,  was  specially 
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reserved  for  Solomon's  son — Rehoboam.*  God 
said  :  "  He  shall  have  one  tribe  for  My  servant 
David's  sake  and  for  Jerusalem's  sake — the 
city  which*  I  have  chosen  out  of  all  the  tribes 
of  Israel." 

"  Unto  his  son  will  I  give  one  tribe,  that 
David  My  servant  may  have  a  "  light  "  alway 
before  Me  in  Jerusalem,  the  city  which  I  have 
chosen  to  put  My  name  there."  i  Kings  xi.  32,  36. 

THE     KINGDOM     OF     ISRAEL. 

With  the  gift  of  the  ten  tribes  to  Jeroboam, 
part  of  the  Covenant  blessing  was  conferred 
upon  him  :  for  God  through  Ahijah  the  prophet 
said  ;  that  if  he  would  hearken  unto  all  that 
God  commanded  him,  and  would  walk  in  His 
ways,  and  do  that  which  was  right  in  His 
sight  as  David  had  done,  then  He  would  be 
with  him,  and  build  him  a  sure  house,  as  He 
had  built  for  David,  and  would  give  Israel 
unto  him. 

Although  Jeroboam  had  received  this 
promise,  from  the  commencement  of  his  reign, 
he  led  the  people  still  further  into  error. 

He  "  devised  in  his  own  heart  "  the  two 
golden  calves,  and  set  them  up  at  Dan  and 
Bethel.  As  the  Rev.  W.  Walker  says,  "he  thus 
instituted  for  Israel  "  a  complete  system  of 
semi-idolatrous  worship — and  legalized  their 

*  Judah  (with  Benjamin)  became  Rehoboam's  inheritance. 
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"besetting  sin,"  in  breaking  down  the  barriers 
between  idolatry  and  the  true  worship  of 
Jehovah."  * 

For     this     disobedience,     judgment     from 

God  fell  upon  the  idolatrous  temple  worship 
and  upon  his  own  family  circle ;  but  as  these 
warnings  passed  unheeded,  a  terrible  doom 
was  pronounced  on  the  whole  of  Jeroboam's 
posterity — "  This  thing  became  sin  unto  the 
house  of  Jeroboam,  even  to  cut  it  off,  and  to 
destroy  it  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth" 
"  Him  that  dieth  of  Jeroboam  in  the  city  shall 
the  dogs  eat ;  and  him  that  dieth  in  the  field 
shall  the  fowls  of  the  air  eat."  (i  Kings T/s^v.  1 1.) 

The  idolatrous  practices  grew  stronger 
with  the  succeeding  kings  of  the  house  of 
Israel.  Under  Ahab's  rule,  even  the  "  Altars 
of  Jehovah "  were  overthrown  and  His  pro- 
phets slain. 

Then  judgment  severe  and  prolonged 
fell  upon  the  land:  The  RAIN  WAS  WITHHELD. 
Elijah  the  prophet  appeared  and  foretold 
neither  dew  nor  rain  for  three  years.  The 
reason  given  by  Elijah  to  Ahab  for  this 
calamity,  was  clear  and  brief  :— 

Thou,  and  thy  father's  house  have  troubled 
Israel  by  forsaking  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord,  going  after  Baalim. 

Another  miraculous  call  to  the  people  to 
return  to  the  true  God  was  given  at  the  end 

•     "  The  Kings  of  Israel. "    by  Rev.  W.  Walker. 
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of  this  time  of  draught. 

Elijah  and  the  prophets  of  Baal  met  in  a 
superhuman  contest  for  the  allegiance  of  Israel. 
"  The  God  that  answereth  by  fire  let  Him 
be  God "  was  the  challenge.  By  the  mani- 
festation of  the  Divine  supremacy  of  Jehovah, 
the  heart  of  the  people  was  brought  back  for 
a  short  time  to  the  Lord. 

"The  Lord  He  is  God,"  "The  Lord  He 
is  God  "  was  their  cry,  and  at  this  crisis  450 
prophets  of  Baal  were  slain  at  the  brook  Kishon. 
For  this  act,  the  wicked  queen  Jezebel 
determined  to  take  the  life  of  Elijah,  and  the 
Lord,  Himself,  had  to  encourage  His  dejected 
prophet  at  Horeb,  telling  him  by  "  a  still  small 
Voice"  that  there  were  still  7000  in  Israel, 
who  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal." 

The  Lord  also  revealed  to  Elijah,  that 
EVIL  in  another  form  was  to  fall  upon  Israel 
for  their  manifold  sins. 

The  Syrians  were  to  be  sent  against  the 
disobedient  people  as  a  scourge  from  God.  Time 
after  time  Israel  was  attacked.  When  king 
and  people,  however,  showed  any  real  desire  "to 
believe  in  God,"  the  Lord  stayed  His  avenging 
hand,  and  still  helped  Israel. 

Jehoahaz  besought  the  Lord,  and  He  releas- 
ed Israel  from  under  the  hand  of  the  Syrians. 

Again  it  is  recorded,  "  The  Lord  was  gra- 
cious unto  them,  and  had  compassion  on  them, 
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and  had  respect  unto  them,  because  of  His 
Covenant  with  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  and 
would  not  destroy  them,  neither  cast  He  them 
from  His  presence  as  yet ;  "  and  under  Jehoash 
the  cities  of  Israel  were  recovered.  The  kings 
and  people,  however,  lapsed  again  and  again, 
the  golden  calves  were  still  worshipped.  Pro- 
phets were  constantly  urging  Israel,  on  the  one 
hand,  to  repent  and  reform  ;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  were  foretelling  further  chastisement- 
even  to  captivity  and  ruin.  Ultimately  another 
scourge  more  terrible  than  the  Syrians  were 
sent  against  them — The  Assyrians — who  com- 
pletely "broke  the  power  of  Israel"  and  king 
and  people  were  carried  captive  into  Assyria.* 

Instead  of  the  chosen  people  occupy- 
ing their  own  land,  the  country  was  colonized 
by  mixed  idolatrous  races  from  Babylon  arid 
elsewhere.  Even  then  God  still  watched  over  the 
land  of  Canaan,  and  the  heathen  were  taught 
"by  lions"  to  reverence  "the  Ldrd  "  as  "the  God 
of  the  land."  They  instituted  therefore  a 
mixed  religion — "  they  feared  the  Lord,  and 
served  their  own  gods" — and  in  time  "  they 
intermarried  with  some  of  the  Jews,  borrowed 
their  rites,  accepted  the  Pentateuch,  and  set 
up  a  false  temple  in  Gerizim." 

Disobedience  had  brought  the  curse  which 
had  been  prophesied  by  Moses  upon  both 

*   Meanwhile  in  Judah — Isaiah  was  foretelling  the  birth  of  Immanuel," 
("God  with  us.")  Isaiah  vii.  14. 
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land  and  people — "  The  kingdom  of  Israel  had 
chosen  "  death  "  rather  than  "life"  and  the 
"  sword  had  avenged  the  quarrel  of  God's 
Covenant,"  even  to  the  point  of  the  people 
being  reduced  to  eating  their  own  children, 
their  cities  laid  waste,  their  sanctuaries  brought 
to  desolation,  and  God  had  delivered  them 
into  the  hand  of  spoilers  "  until  He  had  cast 
them  out  of  His  sight.  " 

Outcasts  among  the  heathen,  many  pined 
away  in  their  iniquity,  and  in  the  iniquity  of 
their  fathers  in  their  enemies'  land,  and  the 
descendants  of  Israel  have  been  so  scattered 
that  to  day  it  is  still  uncertain  who  and  where 
they  are.* 

This  doom  of  the  kingdom  of  Israel  is 
recorded  in  2  Kings  xvii.  15-18.  "They  rejected 
His  statutes,  and  His  covenant  that  He  made 
with  their  fathers,  and  His  testimonies  which 
He  testified  against  them;  and  they  followed 
vanity,  and  became  vain,  and  went  after  the 
heathen  that  were  round  about  them,  con- 
cerning whom  the  Lord  had  charged  them 
that  they  should  not  do  like  them. 

And  they  left  all  the  commandments  of 
the  Lord  their  God,  and  made  them  molten 
images,  even  two  calves,  and  made  a  grove, 
and  worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and 
served  Baal.  And  they  caused  their  sons  and 

*   gee  pages  49-50. 
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their  daughters  to  pass  through  the  fire,  and 
used  devination  and  enchantments,  and  sold 
themselves  to  do  evil  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
to  provoke  Him  to  anger.  Therefore  the  Lord 
was  very  angry  with  Israel,  and  removed  them 
out  of  His  sight  •.  there  was  none  left  but  the 
tribe  of  JUDAH  ONLY. 

The  further  history  of  the  ten  tribes  is 
not  recorded  in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  except  in 
prophetic  passages,  where  their  restoration  and 
return  to  God  is  revealed  by  means  of  a  New 
Covenant,  through  and  only  through  Israel's 
Redeemer — the  Holy  One — the  Servant,  the 
Son,*  who  is  again  to  assemble  the  "  outcasts 
of  Israel,  as  well  as  the  dispersed  of  Judah. 

"  And  in  that  day  there  shall  be  a  root  of 
Jesse,  which  shall  stand  for  an  ensign  of  the 
people;  to  it  shall  the  gentiles  seek:  and  His 
rest  shall  be  glorious.  And  it  shall  come  to 
pass  in  that  day,  that  the  Lord  shall  set  His 
hand  again  the  second  time  to  recover  the  rem- 
nant of  His  people,  which  shall  be  left  from 
Assyria,  and  from  Egypt,  and  from  Pathros, 
and  from  Cush,  and  from  Elam,  and  from  Shi- 
nar,  and  from  Hamath,  and  from  the  islands 
of  the  sea.  And  He  shall  set  up  an  ensign  for  the 
nations,«and  shall  assemble  the  outcasts  of  Israel, 
and  gather  together  the  dispersed  of  Judah  from 
the  four  corners  of  the  earth.1}  Is.xi.  10-12.  § 

§   Pages  76.77. 


